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INTRODUCTION. *® 


HERE are very few perſons who have not heard 

it ſaid, that the temper and conſtitution of every 
individual of the human ſpecies change every ſeven years, 
though moſt of them are unable to tell whence comes 
this old opinion; therefore, it is to be hoped that a 
work which traces that idea to its ſource, and gives an 
account of the uſe that a wiſe nation made of it, will be 
equally acceptable to the curious, and to thoſe who 
think that mankind having been the ſame in every .. 
age, have always wanted the ſame kind of moral inſtruc- 
tions. 


The remarkable inconſtancy of man in his paſſions, 


purſuits, and cares, raiſed in the ſpeculative mind of 

the ancient Greek Philoſphers a ſyſtem, which 1s called Z 
the Septennial diviſion, T hey, in fact, divided the S 
twelve times ſeven years, which ſeem to be allotted to 
mankind, into four pottions or ſtages, aſcribing to each 2 
a different fhare of thoſe internal agitations which : * | 
teemed before confuſedly interſperſed in the whole courſe = 
of our exiſtence, A variety, ſo much like the viciſſitude 
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of ſeaſons, furniſhed the poets with fine images; opened 
a large field for the perſpicacity of Aſtronomers to exert 
itſelf; and inſpired a Sage with a deſign calculated for 
the public good. 


As this Sage lived in thoſe ages of idolatry which en- 
couraged men in their eager defire of prying into futu- 
rity, he repaired to the delightful, though little and 
unfrequented Ifland of Cythnos, and there having built 
a magnificent temple, placed upon the ſame altar the 
images of Fortune and Wiſdom, He ſoon induſtriouſly 
cauſed it. to be reported throughout all Greece, that 
theſe two Goddeſſes: were reconciled together for the 
benefit of mankind; that Fortune anſwered- all thoſe 
who came to conſult her upon the ſecrets of futurity ; 
. and that Wiſdom adviſed them how to avail themſelves 
of that knowledge. It may eaſily be imagined that he 
omitted nothing in the rites of his new worſhip, that 
could inſpire reverence and awe in the multitude, who 


were the better pleaſed for ſeeing thoſe regulations 
ſuited to the faſhionable ſyſtem. 


Agreeably to that ſyſtem, the Temple was opened 
only during the firſt ſeveral days of each ſeifon, and 
none admitted into it but thoſe whoſe years anſwered to 
he reigning ſeaſon; it being decided that the Spring of 
life ends at one and twenty, the Summer at forty-two, 
i che Autumn at 3 and that the extremity of 


Winter, 
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Winter, which cloſes the ſcene, is at eighty-four. The 


queſtions to be aſked were dictated by the prieſts, who Pn 


ſuited them to the age, ſex, and condition of the per- 
ſons, and who, after having delivered their own 
ſwers, in the name of Fortune and Wiſdom, kept 
theſe pretended Oracles upon record, as well as the 
ceremonial of the day, 


It is a fragment of theſe intereſting records that is 
now given to the public, with only ſome little altera- 
tions which our modern manners and cuſtoms have ren- 
dered neceſſary, but which deviate not in the leaſt from 
the ſenſe of the original, We have ſufficient reaſons to 
deplore the loſs of the greateſt part of this precious 
monument, which was found in the ruins of Pompeji; 
and now confiſts in ſome of the Oracles delivered on 
the two firſt days of each Seaſon, a ſhort deſcription, 
or introduction prefixed to each day, the account of 
the origin of theſe Oracles as above-mentioned, and 


a ſtory which illuſtrates the morals conveyed through 
the whole work. 


It is to be preſumed, that we ſhall not be more 
difficult in point of judgement and taſte than the Romans 
were, who preſerved with veneration the works of the 
Greeks; or that, at leaſt, we ſhall not find ſo much 
fault with our maſters in the art of thinking as not to 
make our advantage of theſe Oracles as the Grecians 


did, 
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did, fince we may apply to ourſelves the anſwers given 
to the queſtions ſuitable to our years and ſituation. 


Here it is proper to obſerve, that each queſtion is 
anſwered in ſeven different ways, firſt by Fortune and 
| ſecondly by wiſdom ; for thoſe who conſulted the Oracles 

7: Eee always admitted ſeven in number, and of the ſame 


z | + ſex, but undoubtedly of different diſpoſitions. 


As it was preſcribed that they ſhould arrive at the 
Iſland ſome time before the day fixed upon for the open- 
ing of the Temple, the prieſts had the opportunity to 
enquire into their condition and ſituation in life, fo 
that it was an eaſy. matter for them to claſs accordingly 
the ſeven times ſeven perſons, who were each day ſuc- 
ceſſively permitted to conſult their deities; and conſe- 


quently the anſwers to the ſeven queſtions, then pro- 
poſed, could go round without interfering with one 
another. That method, which is plainly indicated in 
ſome pages of this fragment, could not, however, be 
followed in this work, becauſe ſo many of the Oracles 
having been deſtroyed, the remainder was not ſufficient 
to obſerve the order of theſe claſſes; but the difference 
is very immaterial, ſince the reader is to conſult theſe 
Oracles by himſelf, and perfectly knows what queſtions 
ſuit the ſituation of life in which he is placed, 


In 
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In order to make this entirely clear, the correſponding 
Oracles of both Fortune and Wiſdom are denoted by the 
ſame number, ſo that being placed under a queſtion 
ſuitable to the ſeaſon announced on the top of the page, 
it is eaſy to perceive that each Oracle of Fortune has its 
counterpart in that of Wiſdom. As to the reſpective 
ſhares of the two ſexes, they are ſufficiently marked in 
the introduction of each day; 


It will, perhaps, be objected that the natural partia- 
lity which we have for ourſelves, may impede the uſeful 
application that is in view, but that difficulty may be 
eaſily removed. Let thoſe who diſtruſt their reaſon 
confide in chance, by taking at random any number 
from one to ſeven, and by attending to the _ 
which they will find under that number in the two fl 
pages appropriated to the queſtion they chuſe to ak, Ho Of 
Thus the fair-one, who in the gay Summer of her life 
deſires to know Mat it is that interferes with her hap- 
pineſs? and has choſen the number Seven, will find 
under that queſtion and number the Oracle of Fortune: 

Her ſenſibility is fo ſtrong, that it is hardly in the power 
of Fortune to procure her a tolerable ſhare of happineſs. 
To which the Oracle of Wiſdom, under the ſame num- 
ber, will anſwer; Although that ſenſibility may ſometimes 
prove painful, it is a neceſſary ingredient of happineſs, and 
the great characteriſtick of her ſex. 


After 
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After this explanation, it remains only to 


theſe Oracles fully anſwer the end of the Sage who 
invented them, by giving a proper comfort to thoſe on 
whom Fortune frowns, and a cautious admonition to 
thoſe on whom ſhe ſmiles; and thus ſhewing to every 
one the neceſſity of applying to Wiſdom in all the 
periods and ſituations of life. 
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the day of the vernal equinox, the filver gates of 

the Temple were thrown open; and a voice, {till 
more melodious than the ſoft inſtruments which accompa- 
nied it, iſſuing from the ſanctuary, uttered theſe words : 


© The teeming Earth will quickly bring forth the 
ſecret works of love with which Nature had entruſted the 
Winter Seaſon; the ſmiles of Venus have already changed 
the duſky colour of the hills and dales into a lively verdant 
hue, and filled the opening cups of the earlieſt lowers with 
a delicious fragrance. Behold the raviſhing, but alas! too 
tranſient ſcene, ye blooming maids, whoſe charms make 
not the leaſt part of it; and learn to enjoy its delight, fo 
as to prepare yourſelves for a leſs pleafing proſpect. Let 
not curiofity alone guide your ſteps to the ſhrine of For- 
tune, the knowledge of whoſe decrees cannot be of any 
value without the advice of Wiſdom. Come then; you 
are permitted to worſhip the fickle Goddeſs, provided your 
hearts turn to the Deity, who never forſakes her votaries.“ 


No ſooner was this proclamation ended, than the lovely 
band approached with haſty, though timorous, ſteps; their 
floating white robes were the ſymbol of their innocence, 
and the ſweet violets which bound their waying look denoted 
their modeſty and ſimplicity. 


Seven 
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, Seven of thoſe, whoſe diligence had brought them nearer 
3 the Temple's gates, were immediately admitted, and ſworn, 
as uſual, to ſecrecy in regard to the Oracles they were 
to receive in common; leſt pride, envy, and ignorance, 
ſhould have prompted their tongue to indiſcretion. 


„* „ 


They, kneeling, made their adorations and prayers as 
the only offerings worthy of the Gods, and remained in 
that humble attitude till both Deities had anſwered for 
each of them every one of the ſeven queſtions propoſed by 
— the prieſts; who bad them retire with reſignation and con- 
| (our I, and make room for their companions, ſince impar- 

| tial Wiſdom is never ſought in vain, and, like the great 
| 7 luminary of heaven, diffuſes her brightneſs through all 
-+ places that admit it, without loſing a fingle ray of her 

wonted ſplendour, 
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4 THE SPRING 


FIRST QUESTION. 
What is to be her greateſt accompliſhment ? 
83328 
The Oracles of Fox ruxzE and WISs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
From her gaceful mien, it is eaſy to foretell that ſhe will 


dance with a walls to be admired by the beholders. 


WISDOM. 
But that admiration will not laſt, unleſs the * of 
her heart beams through her modeſt looks. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
She may equal her companions in ſeveral accompliſn- 


ments, but 1 never will outſhine them in any. 


WISDOM. TR 
She will be the better beloved by them, provided ſhe re- 


| ſign to none the prize of + goodneſs and benevolence, 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 

she ſhall attain to ſuch elegance of ſpeech, that per- 

ſuaſion will ſeem to have eſtabliſhed its throne upon her 

lips. | 
: WISDOM. 

If ſhe exert that power for evil purpoſes, it will be 


looked upon as an odious tyranny even by thoſe who Digit | 
yield to it. 


ORACLE 


| 
Ce. 


THE SPRING, 
ORACLE IV, 


FORTUNE. 

The ſweet melody of her voice announces that ſhe will 

excell in mufic, and raiſe or quell, at pleaſure, the paſſions 
of her hearers, 


WISDOM. 
Let her guard her own heart againſt.the enchantment of 
an art no leſs dangerous than charming. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
The poliſhing of Art is loſt upon her; ſhe will e ever wk as 
ſhe came from the hands of Nature, 


WISDOM, 
She will not be a great loſer by this W if tbe 


primitive ſimplicity and rectitude of her heart are equally 
ſafe from alteration, 


ORACLE VL 


| FORTUNE. | 
Love's tales, of which ſhe is paſſionately fond, will fit 
her to be either the heroine, or the author of one. 


WISDOM, 
She may yet avoid both theſe misfortunes, by ceaſing 


to read thoſe dangerous works which either corrupt the 


heart, or diſorder the mind, 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE, 
She will excel] in all the ingenious and oeconomieal 
works ſuitable to her ſex, and uſeful in domeſtic life, 


WISDOM, - - 
If ſhe adds to this cheerfulneſs and ad. Wiſdom 
has nothing to teach, -or wiſh for, her, 
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SECOND QUESTION. 


By what means is ſhe to attain the art of pleaſing? 


883832 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIs pon. 


ORACLE 1, 


FORTUNE. 
I cannot contradict Nature who, unhappily, has left her 
very little hope in that reſpect. 


WISDOM. 
Virtue may reverſe that doom; let her be good, and ſhe 
will prove moſt lovely. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
Let her not ſeek for Art when Nature has been fo n 
gal towards her: who can reſiſt the power of beauty? 


WISDOM, 
Habit weakens that power, time deſtroys it; ſet no yalue 
upon ſo precarious a gift, cheriſh not an hope ſo deceitful, 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 

She is to draw men's hearts into the ſnares of refined 
-  coquetry, and to laugh at their yain efforts to be re- 
leaſed, 

WISO. 
By being herſelf decoyed into the ſame ſnares, all her 
captives will recover their liberty; for the deceiver is 
doomed to a juſt retaliation, 
ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
She is to be beloved for the pliancy of her mind, and for 
the conſtant ſweetneſs of her temper. 


WISDOM. 
Let her not make an indiſcriminate uſe of theſe good 
qualifications, or they will become no leſs infipid than 
dangerous. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
With the purity of the lily, and the freſhneſs of the roſe, 
can her FO over the hearts of mankind be doubtful ? 


or 


WISDOM, 
A breath ſtains the lily, in the courſe of a day the roſe 
fades; let her virtues deſerve to be compared to the inal- 
terable Amaranthus, and her triumph is certain, 


ORACLE VI, 


FORTUNE, 
| An excellent memory, a lively imagination, will make her 
| the delight of all thoſe who are to be acquainted with her. 


le 


li- 


WISDOM. 
If the applauſe that will be given her diſorder her 
imagination, let remembrance be her phyſician and not her 
tormenter, 


ORACLE vn. 


FORTUNE, 
A diſſembled affability, a tongue dipped in flattery, are 
the means by which ſhe is to attain the art of pleaſing. 


WISDOM. 
But ſhe will miſs that aim with herſelf, and, conſcious of 
her meanneſs, inceſſantly bluſh at her dear-bought ſucceſs, 
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8 THE SPRING, 


enough to be ſafe from the giddineſs of pride, 


THIRD QUESTION. 
To what paſſion is ſhe particularly inclined ? 


S8 


The Oracles of Fox ruxk and WIS pon. 


ORACLE I. 


| FORTUNE, 
The deceitful adulation of her dependents, and the 
imprudent praiſe of her friends, lead her to vanity, 


WISDOM, | 
Let her obſerve the ridiculouſneſs of thoſe who are on 
the ſame road, and ſhe will not advance a ſtep farther, 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE, 
She will deſpiſe the inticing valley of frivolous paſſions, 
and couragiouſly climb the rugged rock of philoſophy, 


WI5DOM. | ; 
Let her beware of looking down before ſhe is ſteady 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 
The e: quiſite ſenſibility of her heart announces that ſhe 
is inclined to the tender paſſion, | 


Fs WISDOM. | 
She ought to diſtruſt that diſpoſition as ſhe would af 
perſon who might become her deareſt friend, or her moſ | 
- implacable enemy, 


ORACLE| 
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ORACLE IV. 


| FORTUNE. - . | 
Her thoughtful brow and gloomy looks diſcover that 
the ſnake of envy already infeſts her boſom, 


W1SDOM, 
If ſome grains of decent pride kill not that monſter in 
his birth, her caſe is truly pitiable. 


ORACLE v. 


FORTUNE, 
She is inclined to that kind of cruelty which enjoys the 


humiliation of others, and delights in ſcandal, 


a WISDOM. 
Let her ſuppoſe, that every body has the ſame perverſe 
diſpoſition, and the wicked ſatis faction ſhe feels will be at 
an end, 


ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE, 


Her over-bearing temper and blind preſumption mark 
her for the unruly paſſion of anger. 


WISDOM. 
At the firſt flaſhes of her incenſed eyes, let her friends 


_ preſent her with a looking-glaſs, at the riſk of its being 


daſhed to pieces, 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
She gives no ſign of paſſions, and, like the bird of April, 
who joyfully ranges the fragrant air, ſhe 2 only 
for pleaſure and liberty. 


WIS DOM. 

The ſummer comes, and the thoughtleſs winged rover is 
the more eaſily caught, for not having been alarmed at his 
danger, 

FOURTH 
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FOURTH QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe ſhall be happy in Love ? 


383322 
The Oracles of FoRTUNE and WISs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
Can ſhe doubt of her happineſs in love, when Venus has 
eum her with her inchanted girdle ? 


WISDOM, | 
With theſe powerful attractions ſhe may yet be miſerable, 
if prudence do not direct her in the choice of an object 
worthy of them, 


ORACLE I, 


FORTUNE. 
She fhall meet with all the happineſs that an union 
founded on fympathy can afford : I can promiſe no more, 


WISDOM. 
No: for you cannot ſave her from the rocks of diſap- 
pointment, with which the acean of human life is inter- 
tpcried. 
ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 

Her tender heart will be, at firſt, pierced with the ſhafts 
of ingratitude; and then ſhe will 1 herſelf up to in- 
conſtancy. 

WISDOM. 

Thus the Hyrcanian bear, in ſearch of the herb that 

may cure his wound, fills it with torturing thorns and 


ncifome weeds. 
ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
She will love too well to be beloved; the delicacy and 
nobleneſs of her ſentiments cannot be duly requited. 


WIS DOM. 
An exalted ſoul ſeldom meets upon earth with its portion 
of felicity; but cannot fail to find it in the manſion of the 
gods. | 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 

With a mind intoxicated by pride, with a heart choaked 
up by vanity, can ſhe claim the happineſs which love 
affords ? 

WISDOM. 

Why not ? ſhe may have diſcovered the emptineſs of her 

idol, and wiſh to change her fooliſh worſhip for a better. 


ORACLE VL 


FORTUNE, 
Impetuoſity is her peculiar characteriſtick ; this will be 
the bane of her happineſs in love. 


WISDOM. 1 2 
Let her reflect that the ſteps ſhe ons to aſcend 
the ſummit of her wiſhes, muſt be painfully meaſured back 
in caſe of a fall, 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE, 
Eſteem and duty are to kindle love in her heart ; can 
Wiſdom ſay that ſhe ſhall not be happy? 


WISDOM. 
She will deſerve happineſs, and that goes a great way 
towards finding it, 


FIFTH 
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THE SPRING. 


FIFTH QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe ſhall be happy in Friendſhip ? 


$2288 


The | Oracles of FoRTUNE and WIS pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORT UNE. 
Her many qualifications and excellencies will raiſe envy 
the never can find a true friend, 


WISDOM, 
She will be in friendſhip with herſelf ; the happy lot of 
conſcious merit. | 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 

Her open heart will miſlead her in the choice of a 
friend; and it will be a great while before ſhe is unde- 
ceived, and repents for it, 


WISDOM, 

A fingle moment of ſuch an error may be deemed an 
age, but repentance never comes to late when it proves 

uſeſul. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 
A good, ſincere, and virtuous friend is the gift deſtined 
to her; let her rejoice in the happy proſpect, 


WISDOM. Y 
Yes; if ſhe is conſcious of deſerving it; for the bond of 
_ friendſhip cannot laſt when there are no ſympathetic incli- ; 
nations. 


3 ORACLEY 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 

Her inſincerity will render her unworthy of a real friend, 
and ſhe ſhall hear that ſacred name pronounced only from 
lips as untrue as her own. _ 


WISDOM. 
Oh! let her reflect, in time, upon the miſery of not 
finding the ſweet mixture of friendſhip i in the bitter cup of 
human life. 


y; 8 ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
By relying too much upon a friend acquired in her ju 


whom her merit in other reſpects may attach. 


of venile years, ſhe will have cauſe to complain of friend- 
ſp. 
WISDOM. 
A blind partiality cannot be called friendſhip ; that ſacred 
ba tye is the work of mature reaſon. 
le- ORACLE 1 
FORTUNE. 
Her amiable qualifications and engaging manners will 
an | procure her as many friends as ſhe pleaſes, 
"Re WISDOM. 4 
What an ambiguous Oracle is this? if ſne wants many 
friends, ſhe will have none, and cannot be happy. 
ORACLE VII. 
d FORTUNE, 
p She will have the good luck to acquire facceiively many 
% intimate friends, and the misfortune of lofing them all in 
| of A ſhort time, a 
li- 3 
N | WISDOM, 
E I faſpe that her unequal temper will diſguſt the friends 


SIXTH 
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14 THE SPRING, 
SIXTH QUESTION; 


Whether ſhe may hope for the completion of her 
fondeſt wiſh ? 


88838 
The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIS pont. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
She wiſhes not in vain; Fortune will befriend her to the 
utmoſt of her power. 


WISDOM. 

It is then the part of Wiſdom to appriſe her, that many 
whoſe defires have been fully ſatisfied, have juſtly mourned 
for their ſucceſs. 

ORACLE IL 
FORTUNE. 
Her wiſhes ſo rapidly ſucceed to one another, that For- 


tune herſelf cannot keep pace with her — and 
muſt ſometimes diſappoint her. 


WISDOM. 
This reſtleſsneſs will prove an happy circumſtance for 
her, if, from the painful ſenſation of it, ſhe learns how 
empty the human wiſhes are. | 


ORACLE III. 


'F ORTUNE, 
A moſt PO ſtar oppoſes her ; I doubt much that 
any of her wiſhes will ever be granted. 


WISDOM. 
Let her wiſh for thoſe things which are not within the 
reach of momentary contingencies, and I will infure her 


ſucceſs, 
ORACLE 


THE-SPRING. 15 
ORACLE v. 


She wiſhes for a ſuperiority over thoſe who wiſh the ſame 
over her; can I grant her requeſt with juſtice? 


WISDOM. 
No: for ſhe is in the wrong to aſk of Fortune what ſhe 
cannot obtain but from Wiſdom, 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
a Like the pale roſe of April, which wants the warm 
= rays of the Sun, her heart pants for the beams of love, 
and ſhall be ſatisfied, 
| WISDOM, 
This may prove a dangerous favour ; let her beware 
of loſing the bloom of innocence by yielding, like the roſe, 
to a prepoſterous heat. 


ORACLE VL 


FORTUNE, 
Men ſuppoſe me blind and deaf; it would be better for 
them if I were both when their looks and lips expreſs the 
wiſh of an imprudent heart, 


WISDOM. 
| If the ſuppliant is in that caſe, be inexorable ; but, if ſhe 
deſerve your favour, ſhow her that, fince your reconcilia- 
tion with me, you are clear-ſighted. 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE. 
= She equally wiſhes for riches and for happineſs, but ſhe 
= muſt chuſe between them; I cannot grant both together. 

| WISDOM. - 
lf ſhe liſtens to the advice of wiſdom, ſhe will wiſh for 
either; with the treaſure of virtue, ſhe can find happineſs 
==ithia herſelf, 
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SEVENTH QUESTION. 
What ſituation of life is to be her lot? 


838322 
The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIs pon. 


GRACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
She is to inhabit neither a palace nor a cottage, but ts 
take her abode with mediocrity, 


WISDOM. 
Where will dwell with her that content and peace of 
mind, whoſe exiſtence is hardly known in the manſions of 
the great. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
The God of riches has marked her for one of his 
"favourites, | affluence and luxury will ſurround her. 


5 


| WISDOM. | 
And overwhelm her with ſatiety, if, by making a 


' charitable uſe aß her wealth, ſhe prevent not that miſ- 
fortune. . 


„ ORRCLE Ot 


FORTUNE. _ 
She may prepare herſelf for ſhining in an exalted ſtation 
with all t the A of grandeur. 


| WISDOM. 
Let her beware of being like a tinſel box, all brightneſs 
without, all darkneſs within, 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
I cannot ſay that the ſituation of life which awaits her 
is to raiſe envy, but it may excite pity, 


WISDOM, , 
Wretched, indeed, ſhe ſhall be, if ſhe knows not that 
there is a path in the road of miſery which conducts to 


happineſs, 
ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 


She will be alternately in affluence and in diſtreſs, and 
conſequently in conſideration and in contempt, ' 


WISDOM, 
By having ſuch an opportunity of knowing her true 
friends, and the world at large, ſhe may turn your threats 


into bleſſings. 
ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
Her happy fituation will be but precarious; nor will the 
be without her anxieties and cares, 


* WISDOM. 
This is not an uncommon fate; who has not experienced 
that enjoyments are mixed with troubles in the cup of 


human life ? | 
ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE, 
Free from particular connexions, ſhe is to enjoy the 
comforts of life in an agreeable retirement, 


WISDOM. 
Provided ſhe remembers that theſe comforts are owing 
to ſociety, and that ſhe is to repay them in acts of beneyo- | 
lence, 


END or Txzs FIRST DAY or Txx SPRING. 
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N the ſecond morning after the Sun's entrance into 

the auſpicious fign of Aries, the impatient youths 
were called, in their turn, to the temple, The green colour 
of their mantles denoted the hope which elated their minds ; 
the changeable hyacinths and the voluptuous jonquils, which 
were interwoven in their long and floating hair, ſhewed the 
natural bent of their hearts. They flew on the wings of 
Defire, and would All at once have ſurrounded the ſhrines 
of the Goddeſſes, had not the high- prieſt put a ſtop to their 
impetuoſity by the following addreks: : 


Beware, young men, VEE of the vernal heat, which 
though kindled in your veins later than in thoſe of the other 
ſex, burns for that reaſon the fiercer, and wants the more to 
be cooled by good advice. Kno, then, that neither Fortune 
nor Wiſdom are to be ſought for with a raſh eagerneſs; 
ſince diſappointment attends inconfideration, and turbu- 
lence hinders memory from retaining ſalutary words. Ar- 
dent paſſions reuder a man unfit to look into futurity, het 
only 


19 J 


only add darkneſs to darkneſs; but ſteady reaſon may be let 
into the ſecrets of the morrow, it may even deſerve that the 
veil ſnould be ſtill farther removed. Thus the Gods have 
ordained that the weak-fighted ſhould not be dazzled by 
too much light; thus the book of Deſtiny is hid from the 
eyes of the generality of mankind, 


Let, therefore, ſome of thoſe who came laſt approach; 
for that diligence, which in the fair band bore vifible marks 
of a laudable emulation, appears in you a want of command 
over yourſelves.” 


This diſcourſe had the ſame effect with the mighty trident 
of Neptune when it ſtrikes the agitated waves, The ſeven 
youths, who were firſt introduced, attended to the Oracles 
with a reſpectful ſubmiſſion, as did alſo thoſe who followed 
them; leaving to the miniſters of the temple the pleaſing 
hope of having properly prepared the tender bloſſoms of 
their minds for bearing the excellent fruits of Wiſdom, 
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| FIRST QUESTION. 
What particular branch of learning beſt ſuits his diſpoſition? 
8882 | 
The Oracles of Fox ruxvE and W1sDoM. 


ORACLE L 


FOR TUNE. 
His lively imagination marks him for a poet; honey and 
gall will alternately flow from his indefatigable pen. 


WISDOM, 
A ſweet ingredient cloys, a bitter one gives diſguſt ; but 
when properly mixed together, they may prove both plea- 
ſing and wholeſome, * 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE, 
Nothing is above the reach of his genius, Science will be 
for him a path ſtrewed with roſes, 


WISDOM, 
Provided he walks not in it leifurely, but runs; or the 
thorn which belongs to theſe roſes will ſtop him in his 
courſe, 


ORACLE III. 


FOR UNE, 
The perſpicacity of his underſtanding fits him for inha- 
biting the labyrinth of the law, 


| WISDOM. 

Honeſty is the beſt guide through theſe intricate paths; 
whoever is an upright judge and a good counſellor to him- 
lelf, cannot fail to be ſo to others, 

C 3 ORACLE 


THE SPRING. 
/ 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE: | 
- He will fly from the hallowed groves of the Muſes, be- 
cauſe they are frequented by poverty. 


WISDOM. | 
He knows not that wiſdom brightens the brow of poverty, 
while ignorance is the more deformed for being ſet out with 


gold. 
ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 


If that queſtion was put to himſelf, the anſwer would be 
that his abilities have no bounds, 


WISDOM, 
There is no diſorder of the mind fo difficult to cure as 
preſumption, it baffles the ſkill of Wiſdom herſelf. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
His inſatiable curioſity leads him to the ſtudy of phyſicks, 
he will only be afraid of exhauſting the ſubject too ſoon, 


WISDOM. 
Tt may prove ſo to him if he reads more than he thinks; 
the wonderful book of Nature is ſtill more immenſe to the 
mind than to the eyes. 


ORACLE VII. 


rox Trunk. 
He is qualified for many attainments, and that will keep 
him in ſuſpenſe in his purſuits and application. 


WISDOM. 
Let ſome impartial and wiſe man judge of the firength of 
his genius, and point out the way of Wr it. 
8 E. COND 


THE SPRING. 
SECOND QUESTION. 


To what paſſion is he particularly inclined ? 


83333 55 
The Oracles of For ruxzE and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
Ambition will poſſeſs his whole ſoul, to Se idol he will 
ſacrifice his other paſſions and every conſideration whatever. 


WISDOM. 
Eſpecially his pride; for, when a man ſtoops ſo low, he 
never can waſh off the dirt with which he has ſullied him - 
ſelf. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 

He will breathe only to accumulate riches; and glory in 
rendering uſeleſs that wealth on which thouſauds might 
ſubſiſt. 

WISDOM, 

Does he know that Avarice is the paſſion of vulgar ſouls, 

and liberality the natural inclination of great ones? 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
Love will find an eaſy entrance into his heart, and there 
arbitrarily reign during the beſt part of his life, 


WISDOM. 
If reaſon oppoſes not that tyrannical ſway, what will be 
the emptineſs of his mind when he recovers his freedom? 


C4 ORACLE 
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THE SPRING, 


ORACLE TV. 


FORTUNE. 
This young philoſopher will declare war againſt every 


- Paſſion, but I doubt much of his ſucceſs, 


WISDOM. 

He will not have loſt his time even though he — 
not, ſince his reaſon will have been ſtrengthened by the 
conflict. 


ORACLE V, 
FORTUNE, 


He looks on his inferiors with contempt, on his equals 
with uneaſineſs ; theſe are certainly ſymptoms of pride and 


: 
: 


envy. 


WISDOM, 
Let him check the growth of this unnatural diſpoſition ; 
a becoming pride never can be allied to envy, 


ORACLE VI. 


' FORTUNE, 
At the ſlighteſt mark of diſreſpect, he will fly into an 
excels of paſſion, and expoſe himſelf to public laughter, 


WISDOM. 
It is certain that the leaſt grain of vanity ought to pre- 


ſerve a man from anger, ſince he then diſcovers his imper- 


tinence and folly. 
ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 
He thinks that life is nothing if love be not allowed, and 


hi diſpoſitzon threatens his voyage * * 


WIS pon. 
tet bim turn the fails of his defire to a good harbour, 
and 2277 cautious of the rocks which are on his paſſage. 
THIRD 


THE SPRING Þ of * 


THIRD QUESTION, 
By what means is he to obtain the public eſteem ? 
888383 
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. The Oracles of Fox ruxE and Wispox. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
With an unſuſpicious and virtuous mind, an upright and 


generous dunn. he cannot fail to obtain the public 
eſteem. 


WISDOM. 
Provided his honeſty cauſes not diſhoneſt men to impoſe 
upon him; for then, in ſpite of all his merit, he will fall 
into contempt. | 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE. 

The amiable ſimplicity of his manners will cauſe his 
acquaintance to be eagerly ſought for, as every body wall 
be at eaſe with him. 


WISDOM, 
This may prove dangerous for his peace ; let kim then 
have no intimacy but with the wiſe, although he be ſociable 
with every one, 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE, ; 
* By not affecting to be wiſe with fools, nor prudent with 
giddy men, he will be much reſpected by the multitude. 


W15DOM. - 
He cannot ſurely find better means to conceal his own 
defects than by tolerating thoſe. of others. 


* 
—_— 


ORACLE 


THE SPRING. 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
He will be diſappointed by his own fault; for he is! to 
miſs his aim at public eſteem through an affęctation of ſu- 


perior merit. 


WISDOM, | 
That is to o fay, he will exhibit his own defects in trying 
to ſhine by borrowed qualities. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNF, | 
The integrity of his heart will, I fear, create enmity, 
or, at leaſt, diſlike, in this depraved age. | 


WISDOM. 
Let him never deviate from the rules of probity to pleaſe, | 
and he will force eſteem, 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
I foreſee that he will be univerſally admired for his great 
genius and rare qualifications, 


| WISDOM. | 

Admiration, raiſed by ſhining qualifications, does not 
always create eſteem ; either your Oracle or his heart muſt 
be in ſome manner defective. 


ORACLE VIL 
FORTUNE. 


His integrity and his zeal for the public good will un- 
| doubtedly attach every honeſt heart to him. 


WISDOM. 
This will be fufficient for his happineſs, provided he cen- 


ſures thoſe, whom he cannot correct, no otherwiſe than by 
his example, 


FOURTH 
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FOURTH QUESTION. 
Whether he is to be happy in Friendſhip ? 


23838 
The Oraeles of Fox ruxz and WIspom. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
His great ſenſibility, or rather the uneafineſs of his 
mind, does not give any fair proſpect for his happineſs in 
friendſhip. 


WISDOM. 
Let him be aware that complaints and reproaches are 
baneful winds which drive a friend . 


ORACLE U. 


FORTUNE, yy 
By making the imprudent choice of a narrow-minded 
friend, he will be expoſed to many uneaſy moments. 


WISDOM. 
Friendſhip cannot ſubſiſt between a wiſe man and a fool, 
becauſe the latter is always ſuſpicious and troubleſome. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
His reſerved temper and his love for ſolitude will render 
it very difficult for him to preſerve a friend. 


Friendſhip i is like fire, and wants fuel to ſubſiſt ; merit 
is its foundation, but converſation raiſes the fructure. 


OBACLE 


* 
8 
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true friendſhip, 
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; ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
He will be perfectly happy in friendſhip if he endeavours 
to render laſting the wife union of ſouls he has already 
formed. | 


WISDOM. 
If he will Lie a worthy friend, let him employ the 
fame means by which he has acquired him. 


ORACLE x. 


. FORTUNE. 
Although capable of the greateſt ſacrifices for a friend, 


his ſpirit of contradiction will deprive him of the bleſling 
of having one, 


WISDOM. |, 
Let him obſerve, that he cannot always have opportuni- 
ties of doing eſſential ſervices to his friend, but may always 
be agreeable to him. 


ORACLE VI 


| FORTUNE, 

Tf his friend is too indulgent, he will faſpeRt that he is 
infincere ; if too cenforious, that he wants love; how can 
he be happy ? 


WISDOM. 
It is not given to every one to form the ;ndifſoluble bond 
of friendfhip ; it requires a good temper, as much as a 
good heart. 


ORACLE VI, 


FORTUNE. 
He ſhall meet with an incomparable friend, on whom he 


may rn any accidents or ſituations of life. 


WISDOM. 
Then he may rejoice at his good fortune ; for there is no 
better ſhield againſt the evils attending human nature, than 


| FIFTH 


THE SPRING. 29 


FIFTH QUESTION. 
Whether he is to be happy in Love # 


$3888 


The Oracles of Fox ruxg and W1sDonm, 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, | 
He will purſue happineſs through a variety of momentary 
connexions, and ſometimes think he has found it, 


WIS Dou. 
He will find himſelf much miſtaken; ſuch a ſhadow of 
love never meets but with the ſhadow of content. 


ORACLE I. 


| FORTUNE. 
A ſuſpicious temper, which he will call an exceſs of love, 
is to rob him not only of his happineſs, but even of his quiet. 


WISDOM. 
A delicate jealouſy, which may be termed the faithful 
companion of love, may eaſily prove his greateſt enemy. 


- ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
With the gift of pleaſing, with ardour and perſeverance, 
he cannot fail to attain the ſummit of his wiſhes, 


WISDOM. 
Let him then regulate his defires ; leſt he ſhould find that 
in love the moſt fortunate is often the moſt unhappy. 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


| FORTUNE. 
Interrupted joy and conſtant uneaſineſs, falſe pleaſures 
and . await him in the manſion of love. 


WISDOM. 
Yes : if he enters that dangerous abode blindfold, inſtead 
of being guided through its illufive paths by reaſon. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
He knows too well, that the fair ſeaſon of love is not 
laſting; that the garland of pleaſure ſoon fades: he cannot 
be happy by that paſſion. 


| WISDOM. | 
On the contrary, that diffidence will make him cautious 
in his choice; and then a perpetual ſpring ſhall ſupply him 
with roſes. 


ORACLE VI. 


FOR TUNE. | 
When he thinks that love's ſnares are eaſily ſeen through, 
and ſcarcely worth his notice, what can I ſay to him? 


. 


WISDOM. 
That there is no trifling with a paſſion by which pride is 
but too often ſubdued, and prudence blinded. 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 
He will attach himſelf to the beauties of the mind, ad 
ſeek for an happineſs different from that aimed at by the 
common herd of lovers. 


WISDOM, 
He undoubtedly ſhall find it in that union of ſouls which 
. conſtitutes the felicity of celeſtial beings. 


SIXTH 


SIXTH QUESTION. 


Whether he may hope for the completion of his 
moſt ardent with ? 


8382388 


The Oracles of Fox TUxE and WisDoM. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
I will befriend him, and grant his ambitious wiſh ; but I 
doubt much whether he will thank me for it. 


WISDOM. 
If he aims, without merit, at things which merit alone 
ought to obtain, your favour will not deſerve his thanks. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
Every day he fancies ſome new happineſs ; let him fix his 
defires, and I will certainly grant them. 


| WISDOM. 
The man who had it in his power to chuſe his own fate, 
would be more unhappy than he who ſubmits to it. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 
He ſhall obtain my favour for a little while, and then 1 
will let him know ſomething of my caprice. 


WISDOM. | 
When Fortune pretends to be blind and fickle, it is only 
to reproach men with heing 10 in their wiſhes. 


ORACLE 


ORACLE Iv. 


FORFUNE. 
As he wiſhes for nothing above his own ſphere and abili- 
ties, he needs not apply to Fortune, 


WISDOM. 
He certainly wants not your favour ; for he is in poſſeſſion 
of the beſt ſecret which Wiſdom can teach him to attain, 
peace and content, 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
His wishes are too cool and too conſiderate for him to be 
much diſappointed if I refuſe to grant them, 


WI5DOM. 
He may have found, in a wiſe reſignation, a fuller ſatis- 
faction than that you can give, or he ought to expect from 
you. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 

L intend to grant him his preſent wiſh, and all thoſe 
which may ſucceed, in order to puniſh him for his extra- 
vagance. 
| | WISDOM. 

Severe puniſhment ! for uninterrupted ſucceſs, will ſoon 
cloy him, and ſhew him the emptineſs of human enjoy- 
ments, 


ORACLE VII 


.FORTUNE. 
As J muſt tell him that this he withes in vain, he will 
—_ repent his having conſulted me. 


| WISDOM» 
| Whoever defires to know futurity, ought to be reſigned ; 
| "of there is more evil to be feared, than good to be hoped . 


3 | SEVENTH 
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SEVENTH QUESTION. 
What fituation of life is to be his lot ? 
SSI28 
The Oracles of 133 and Wispox. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
Vainly will ſeveral of the paths which lead to opulence 
be opened before him; I do not ſee that he is to avail 
himſelf of ſo fair a proſpect. 


WISDOM, 
If he turns his eyes from it by a laudable delicacy, he 
will find more ſatis faction in bearing honeſt poverty, than in 
meanly toiling for riches, f 


ORACLE u. 


FORTUNE. 

The exalted rank to which he is to be raiſed will hap- 
pily for him hide his nothingneſs from the eyes of the 
public. 

| WISDOM. 

The grandeur in which a fool wraps himſelf cannot 
warm his frozen mind, though it may conceal the defect to 
the inattentive multitude, 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE, 
He ſhall paſs his life in a perpetual viciſſitude of proſ- 
perity and adverſity, to the utmoſt trial of his virtue. 


WISDOM. 
If he really has philoſophy enough to go through theſe 
viciſſitudes with equanimity, he will find that all is well 
that ends well, 


D ORACLE 


— 
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ORACLE W. 


FORTUNE. 


Want of wealth will put his talents and virtues in danger 
of being buried in obſcurity. 


1 


WISDOM. 
Indeed, merit with poverty is like a mine which has 
never been opened; yet it always poſſeſſes its intrinſic value. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
He ſhall neither pine in want, nor live in affluence, but 
remain an unnoticed inhabitant of the world. 


WISDOM, 
It he thus obtains from Fortune that obſcurity which he 


ſhould have aſked of Wiſdom, he may * at his good 
luck. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
It is to be feared his excellent parts will be of more 


ſervice to others than to himſelf, 


WISDOM, 
To keep men on a level, Providence curbs great geniuſes 


by poverty, and the rich by i Ignorance, 


415 ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 


After long peregrinations and troubles he is to meet at 
home with * and content. 


WISDOM. 
If bo really meets them, it never can be ſaid that he has 


bought ſuch invaluable treaſures too dear, 


END or THE SECOND DAY or TAE SPRING. 
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HOSE whoſe years anſwered to the Summer Seaſon 

had not failed to arrive in time at the iſland. Some 
of them, who had already trodden the hallowed ground, 
encouraged the new-comers in the hope and faith with 
which fame had inſpired them, by expatiating on the 2 
advantages they had themſelves reaped from their firſt 
viſit, They were all diſperſed through the pleaſing walks 
and inchanting groves which ſurround the Temple; when, 
at the inviting call, the fair tribe advanced with radiant 
aſpect and majeſtic mien. At their bright appearance, the 
ſacred Interpreter, himſelf, was ſtruck with admiration; 
and exclaimed ; 


„Thanks be given to the gods, who have ſupplied the 
lovelineſs of the Spring by the perfection of beauty! Yes, 
charming wonder of nature, I praiſe you above all her 
other works; and yet you are beings whoſe decay admits.2 

of no reſtoration. Reflect on this truth, and know tha 2... 
your drels in this ſolemn day has been calculated both for 
your inſtruction and comfort. Thus you are crowned with 
roſes, to ſhew, that, like that queen of the garden, whoſe 
vivid glow has eclipſed all the vernal flowers, you are to 
loſe the livelineſs of your beauty at the approach of Au- 


D 2 tumn. 
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mn. Thus you are clad in the permanent colour of the 


— tu 
n in order to recal to your mind the thought of its ce- 


ſeſtial and immutable nature. 


* This is the true ſeaſon of your triumph over the na- 
tural aſperity of men; but your external charms alone 
will not compleat it. This is your time for rearing up the 
tender branches of the human ſtock ; a taſk for which you 
have no leſs occaſion to exert your judgement and prudence 
than your wonted gentleneſs. Come then ſucceſſively in 
the deſtined number of ſeven : Fortune is ready to reveal 


your fate; and Wiſdom moſt willing-to help you either in 


avoiding the evil, or enjoying the good which awaits you in 


this intereſting period of your life.“ 


Tn conſequence of this promiſe, the Oracles of the day 


: f were delivered with an uncommon ſimplicity ; for precepts 
e en eſſential duties need not the ornament of words, which 
* e, may ſtrengthen counſels given on indifferent ſubjects. 

| * 2ůͤ . _ 
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D 3 FIRST 


38 THE SUMMER. 


FIRST QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe is to be happy in wedlock ? 


$2898 


The Oracles of Fon TUNE and WrspoM, 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
The bond of wedlock is to unite her with a man fo 
worthy of her eſteem that ſhe cannot fail to be happy. 


WISDOM, 
Provided ſhe knows how to value her happineſs ; and 
loſes not in vain diſſipation abroad the advantages ſhe may 
reap at home. 


ORACLE M. 


FORTUNE. 
She will find that it is more difficult than ſhe i imagines 
to meet with happineds 1 in the ſtate of nh en | 


WISDOM. 

Although the paths of content and ſorrow are much 
entangled together in that career, yet reaſon and virtue 
may happily guide her through it. 


ORACLE III. 


> i FORTUNE, | 
She is ſo irreſolute in her choice, that it is to be feared 
ſhe will make at laſt a bad one, 


WISDOM. 
Let her friends chuſe for her, in order to avoid, or at 
£7 Jed n. not to deſerve, her threatening fate. 


ORACLE 


THE SUMMER, 
ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
Her inordinate defire of pleafing can hardly be kept in 
thoſe bounds within which conjugal happineſs lies. 


WISDOM, 
Before ſhe engages in wedlock, let her remember that the 
moon receives light from no other planets, but from the 
ſun alone. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE 
The yoke of Hymen is to be impoſed upon her by the 
hands of love ; can it be doubted that ſhe will contentedly 
bear it ? 


WISDOM. | | 
This may be queſtioned, unleſs a mutual eonfidence helps 
to make eaſy the weight that a tyrannical paſſion adds to 
that yoke. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
She is ; actuated by ambition and intereſt the ſhall haye 
a golden chain, which will create envy. 


WISDOM, 
Yes; in thoſe who, as giddy as herſelf, are to be dazzled 
by the ſplendour of that chain, without minding its galling 
weight, 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE. a 
She has ſuch an odd temper, ſuch particular 1 that 
unleſs ſhe finds her match ſhe cannot be happy. 


WISDOM. 
Woe to her, if ſhe meets with that ebendiese there 
is no happy ſympathy but in virtues. 


5 4 SECOND 


8 THE SUMMER. 
SECOND QUES TION, 
' Whether the is to preſerve the affection of her huſband? 
sss 
he Oracles of Fon run and Wis pon. 


ORACLE I. 


fror. 
\ By employin the ſame means with which ſhe gained his 
heart, ſhe will be in great danger of loſing it. 


- WISDOM. 
' Certainly ; if thoſe means are ſuch: as are diſplcafing i in 
a wife, however pleaſing they may be in a miſtreis. 


ORACLE u. 


FORTUNE. 
She married for convenience; can ſhe preſerve a heart 
which ſhe never made it a point to acquire? 


WISDOM. 
If ſhe is willing to redrefs that fault, let her now behave 
| with her hufband as fhe would haye done with her lover. 


4 ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
Her ſweet and even temper will form the happy tye by 
- which that affection is to be ſecured. 


— 


WISDOM. 
Provided the avoids careleſsneſs and indolence, and ſhews, 
e e that ſhe is a living being. 


ORACLE 


THE SUMMER. 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
When ſhe boaſts of domineering over her huſband, can 
ſhe hope to preſerve his affection ? 


WISDOM, 
No : for, to make the man appear ridiculous is a proof of 
her want of regard for him, which he will ſoon or late re- 
ſent, 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
Her diſquietude and jealouſy are to kindle a fire which it 
will be very difficult to extinguith, , 


WISDOM. 
Let her be aware that jealouſy often creates its own 
bitter food; and that confidence is the foundation of con- 


jugal happineſs, 


A 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
Her much boaſted virtue will be the bane of her —_ 
neſs, by creating diſguſt m her conſort, 


WISDOM, 
You ſtate not the matter fairly; virtue attracts love, but 
the boaſt of virtue excites contempt, 


ORACLE VIL 


Her charms, virtue, and accompliſhments, ſhould ſecure 
that affection, but I cannot vouch for it. 


WISDOM. 
Let her join gentleneſs and forbearance to her other 
n and I will inſure her happineſs in that reſpect. 


THIRD 


o 
42 THE SUMMER, 
THIRD QUESTION. 
Whether her children will prove dutiful ? 
888 


i : The Oracles of Fox ruxzE and Wis post. 


ORACLE I. 


* FORTUNE, 
1 She makes ſo light of her duty towards them, that it 
99 not be ſtrange they ſhould do the ſame towards her. 


WISDOM. 
Let her know, that the wiſeſt heads have found it an hard 


matter to govern well their family, though they beſtowed 
their whole attention upon it. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE, 
She will not be ſparing of her good leſſons; and conſe- 
quently has a right to hope for the beſt, 


| Vis Do. | 
A If ſhe does not inſtruct them by her example as well as 
; by her words, that hope will prove deceitful. 


4 ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, . - 
By her too great indulgence towards her children, ſhe 
will inſenſibly loſe her aſcendency over them. 


WISDOM. 
To net Si children for ſmall faults, is to let 
them ſerve an apprenticeſhip for great ones. 


ORACLE. 


THE SUMMER. 43 


ORACLE VN. 


ä FORTUNE. 
Her. ſollicitude in ſowing the ſeeds of virtue in their ten- 
der hearts, intitles her to an happy harveſt. 


 _ _Ww1$DOM. ws 
It will prove the moſt delightful that mankind can reap, 
in diſtinction to other animals. 


ORACLE V. 


FOR FUNE, 
By her exceſſive ſeverity ſhe thinks ſhe renders her children 
accompliſhed, but ſhe will only make them defective in their 
love for her. | 
| WISDOM, 
To pretend that children ſhould be without faults, is to 
defire that human beings ſhould change their nature. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
She ſuffers her children to be harſh and imperious with 
ſervants, and they may proye ſo with her. 


WISDOM. 
To allow children a prepoſterous authority, is to diſqua- 
lify their weak reaſon for ſubordination. 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE, 
What can ſhe expect from them, when ſhe minds only 
thoſe external qualifications which they owe to nature ? 


| WISDOM. _ 8 
Nothing, but an empty ſatis faction; the brutes teach men 
that filial duty is not inſpired by nature, but by education. 


FOURTH 


44 THE SUMMER. 


FOURTH QUESTION. 
What is it that interferes with her happineſs? 


3883383 
The Oracles of Fox Tuxz and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
She reflects too much on what ſhe needs, and others 
poſſeſs, and unjuſtly repines at her lot. 


WISDOM, 
Whoever reproaches Nature for not hevke made her 
preſents to mankind with an arithmetical diſtribution, is 
both raſh and ungrateful, 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE. 
She is affected by mere trifles either with joy er ſorrow ; 
how can ſhe be happy? 


WIS DOM. 
Since ignorance and weakneſs are the ſource of her dif. 
quiet, it is to be hoped that judgement and experience will 
change her ſituation. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 

She bewails that the openneſs of her heart is not re- 
quited by her friends, becauſe ey make Bight of her con- 
fidences. 

WISDOM. 

Let her conſider that there is not a more tedious Orator 
than he who always ſpeaks of himſelf, eſpecially if it be 
with 4 2 complacency. 

ORACLE 


THE SUMMER. 45 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
The goodneſs of her heart cauſes the uneaſineſs of her 
mind; ſhe impatiently bears the bounds that her fortune 


ſets to her generous temper, 


WISDOM. 

Liberality has ſo few ſhrines in the world, that the glory 
of being her votary is a full compenſation for that uneafi- 
neſs. 

ORACLE V. 
FORTUNE. 

Her pretenfions to opulence and great qualifications put 
her to numberleſs inconveniencies, and unceaſing trouble of 
mind, 

WISDOM. 

Whoever boaſts of poſſeſſing what he really wants, is 
afflicted with a kind of folly which deſerves contempt ſtill 
more than pity. 

ORACLE VL 


FORTUNE. 
An inveterate habit of falſity throws her daily into ſuch 
embarraſſments, that ſhe muſt be miſerable. 


WISDOM. 
Falſhood is ſo weak in itſelf, that there is no cunning 
which can always ſupport it, 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE, 
Her ſenſibility is ſo ſtrong, that it is hardly in the power 
of Fortune to procure her a tolerable ſhare of happineſs. 


WISDOM. 
Although that ſenſibility may ſometimes prove painful, 
it is a neceſſary ingredient of happineſs, and the great 


characteriſtick of her ſex, 
| FIFTH 
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46 THE SUMMER, 


FIFTH QUESTION. 


Whether ſhe can truſt her friend? 


8823832 
The Oracles of Fog TUNE and Wispou. 


ORACLE 1. 


: FORTUNE, 
I anfiwer for her ſincerity and good - nature; but who, can 
be ſo bold as to inſure a woman's ſecrecy ? 


WISDOM. | 
Never tell your friend any thing that could be hurtful 
to you if it were known, and not uſeful to her to know, 


ORACLE u. 


\ 


FORTUNE. 
Her aſſiduous demonſtrations of friendſhip have already 


extorted your confidence, you need not conſult me about it. 


WISDOM, 
Although theſe ſhows of love are often but a dazzling 


mare, the moſt prudent perſons may fall into it, 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
She is ſo deſirous of knowing your ſecret, and of direct- 
ing your inclinations, that I would adviſe you to be upon 
your guard with her. 


WI*DOM. 
Truſt Nature for that: the ſoul was born free, and can- 
not but be jealous of any attempt upon her ſentiments. 


ORACLE 


THE SUMMER. 47 


ORACLE IV. 


| FORTUNE. | 
When the love of pleaſures and diverſions is the only tye 
that unites two thoughtleſs fair ones, who can anſwer for 
the ſteadineſs of their friendſhip, 


WISDOM. 
Thoſe' ſort of friends make too often the faying good, 
© Throw a bit among playful dogs, and they will fight.” 


ORACLE V. 


FOR TUNE, 

You ſo often diſapprove the conduct of your friend, that 
it is ſtrange you ſhould think of placing your confidence in 
her, 

WISDOM, 

Have no connexions with thoſe whom you would not re- 

ſemble; much leſs truſt them with your ſecret. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
You may truſt your worthy friend, and laugh at the 
farcaſm thrown upon the delicacy of your mutual ſentiments. 


WISDOM. 
You may alſo comfort yourſelf with the thought, that 
weak and vulgar ſouls have no notions of exalted friendſhip. 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE. 
Keep your ſecret if you can, or have a care not to accuſe 
your friend for your own indiſcretion. 


WISDOM, 
When ſhe probably does not know herſelf, how can ſhe 
be juſt to her friend? 


SIXTH 


5 


48 THE SUMMER. 


FF SIXTH QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe is to be ſheltered from ſcandal? | 


o 
» -D 
a 


38888 
The Oracles of F on run and WiIs pon. 
eee. 


FORTUNE, 
She finds detraction ſo agreeable an entertainment, why 
would ſhe deprive others of it ? 


WISDOM. 
Almoſt every one likes to ſee flander adorned at the ex- 
. pence of truth, but none at his own coſt, 


FORTUNE. 
Content yourſelf with being approved by the wiſe few ; 
I cannot anſwer for the impertinent multitude, 


5 | WISDOM. 
Be deaf and blind with infulting fools; it is the beſt 
ſatisfaftion you can have of them. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
'$ Never, I fear; unleſs you ſhould obtain from your vanity 
1 not to be ſo conſpicuous to the world as you are, 
W WISDOM. 
Keep yourſelf within your ſphere, undertake nothing 
above your power to compaſs, and you will be overlooked 
* the detracting crew. | 880 
242 ORACLE 


— 


THE SUMMER. 49 
ORACLE IV. 
FORTUNE, 


The leſs her conduct gives room for malicious animad- 
verſions, the more envy will purſue her with lies. 


WISDOM: 
Envy is the ſhadow of merit; but, happily, no more 
hurtful to it than a mere ſhadow. 


ORACLE V. 


FURTUNE. 
It is in vain flie endeavours to avoid the cenſure of 
others, by never forgiving any fault of her own ; fcandal. 
will over-reach her. 


h WISNOM:; 
But ſhall not wound her peace, if, in doing what ſhe 
thinks good in itſelf, ſhe cares neither for approbation nor 
cenſure; 5 
ORACLE VI. 

f FORTUNE. 

While ſhe neglects her own concerns in order to pry into 
other people's affairs, can ſhe expect that nobody will take 
advantage of it ? 


| WISDOM» 

Certainly not : the warrior is riot the better for having 
his quiver full of arrows, if he wants the defence of his 
ſhield; . 

ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE, 

By a very ſtrange felicity, ſhe has, and ever wil! be, 
ſheltered from ſcandal, though ſhe is not entirely free from 
faults. 


WISDOM. 
This muſt be owing to her forbearing temper, benevolent 
heart, and modeſt behaviour ; — leſs could have ef- 
tected ſuch a wonder. 


E SEVENTH 


"4 THE SUMMER. 


SEVENTH QUESTION. 


Whether ſhe is to ſucceed in her purſuits ? 


8 82 


The Oracles of Fox ruxzk and WiIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 
FORTUNE. 


If I were not to diſappoint her in ſome of her many 
purſuits, what moving tales would be loſt for her acquain- 
tance ! 

. WISDOM. 

Keep your diſappointment to yourſelf, leſt you ſhould 

afflict or tire your friends, and rejoice your enemies, 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE, 
She purſues admiration and flattery ; and, to her fſox- 
row, her ſucceſſes are as precarious, as the means ſhe em- 
ploys for obtaining them. 


WISDOM, 
Her affliction for ſuch diſappointments is not the wort 
evil ſhe ſuſtains by her inconſiderate purſuit : let her ſe- 
nouſly reflect upon it. 


ORACLE u. 


FORTUNE. x 
She does ſo much for obtaining the ow of the world, 


that it would be a pity ſhe ſhould _ the end of her 
purſuit. 


WISDOM. 8 
if ſhe really deſerves that eſteem, ſhe will not loſe the 
peace of her mind for the want of 1 it, 


ORACLE 


THE SUMMER. wn 


ORACLE IV. 
FORTUNE. 

A perpetual round of diverſions is the object of her moſt 
ſerious purſuit ; and I will take care that ſhe ſhall not be 
diſappointed, 

WISDOM. 
Intoxication is not a better remedy for the dropſy of the 


mind than for that of the body ; in both caſes it aggravates 
the pain and the danger.- 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
Although in her purſuit of domeſtic happineſs ſhe em- 
ploys the beſt means for attaining it, ſhe is till very far 
from meeting with ſucceſs. 


WISDOM, 
When ſhe has done every thing that is lawful and poſſible 
in ſuch a caſe, ſhe will have ſtill the reſource of trying what 
time will do for her, 


ORACLE VL 
FORTUNE. 
Her intereſted heart pants only for gold; her parſimony 
at home, and her covetouſneſs abroad, ſhall not want en- 
couragement, | 
: WISDOM, 
The dear-bought ſucceſſes of avarice are not to be en- 


vied, unleſs it ſhould be a good bargain to purchaſe trouble 
at the price of enjoyment, 


ORACLE VIL 
FORTUNE, 
She would ſucceed in her purſuits, which are all of a lau- 
dable nature, if it were not for her doubts and anxieties. 
WISDOM. 
Be not uncertain in your judgement ; as long as you are 


wavering between hope and fear, you will execute nothing 
worthy of ſucceſs. 


END or TxE FIRST DAY os THE SUMMER. 
E 2 T HY 
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SECOND DAY 


OF THE 
SUM M E R. 


CCORDING to our myſterious rites, the men, on 

the ſecond day, appeared in cloaths of a fine crimſon 
hue, and with wreaths of Myrtle; the ſignification of 
which was, that the heat of blood generally has the ſway 
over their ſex in the ſummer of life ; and that the tree con- 
ſecrated to love beſt ſuits that ardent ſeaſon. 


It was an eaſy taſk to expatiate on the dangers that theſe 
ſymbols announced; when, to the utmoſt ſurprize of the 
aſſiſtants, he, whoſe duty it was to perform that taſk, was 
interrupted by a youth of a fierce but noble mein, who, 
' raiſing his voice, ſaid : 


66 Ceaſe, reſpectable miniſter of the gods, ceaſe to con- 
troł our ſupreme Deity. Shall man, to whom nature has 
given but one ſeaſon, a ſhort ſeaſon to enjoy life, refuſe a 
gift for which he has prepared himſelf during many years ; 
and the loſs of which is to coſt him many years more of 

regrets? Here we come, much leſs to conſult with For- 
TE 3 ; tune, 


'T 8-3} 


— 
tune, than to take the advice of Wiſdom; for we already 
know, from experience, that it ſignifies nothing to be ap- 
priſed of impending eyeuts, without being enabled to meet 
them. But this precaution is neceſſary only in regard to 
the viciſſitude of things; the impulſes of nature want no cor- 
rections, they are permanent laws. 


© There are no laws, replied the holy man, which are 
not liable to falſe interpretation; and much more thoſe of 
nature, which are not ſo clear as you think them for men 
biaſſed by the vices of \ ciety. An uniformity of fate would 
have attended the human ſpecies, if thoſe vices had not 
cauſed a variety of accidents againſt which it is the part of 
Wiſdom to guard us : Be, therefore, one of the moſt fer- 
vent in your prayers to the goddefſes on whom you are fo 
much to depend ; and may they both give you as many 
reaſons for being grateful to them, as you have for being ſo 
to nature.“ 


This ſpeech, like the fun of April, whoſe mild rays diſ- 
ſolve in gems the condenſed clouds, moved to tears the 
ſenſible youth ; with becoming bluſhes he attended to the 
Oracles ; and, fully conſcious of his inconſideration, made 
ample amends for it, by exerting his natural ſagacity with 
his companions during the days of feſtivity which followed, 
to the illuſtration of this truth; that the errors of a noble 
mind may, when acknowledged, be productive of more 
good than the dull rectitude of a vulgar ſoul. 
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THE SUMMER. 55 


FIRST QUESTION. 


Whether he is to be happy in wedlock ? 
88 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
He is too fond of himſelf to give any ſhare of his heart to 
a wife; and therefore has no chance for happineſs in wed- 
lock. 


WISDOM, 
No; not even for peace; ſince marriage is but a very 


uncomfortable partnerſhip, if the chain be not alleviated 


by a mutual affection. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
He will be entirely devoted to conjugal love, and beloved 
by his amiable conſort ; however, I cannot ſay he will be 


happy. 
WISDOM. 


He cannot be fo, if he is unable to forget that he is mar- 
ried, when buſineſs or friendſhip requires his attention. 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE, | 
A beautiful woman is to be his happy lot; can he com- 
plain of Fortune. 


* 


WISDOM, 
Probably he may ; you do not promiſe him the beſt prize 
which may be drawn in the lottery of wedlock. 


E 4 ORACLE 


1 ˙ Ez t» ac, , 


56 THE SUMMER, 


ORACLE IV. 


- FORTUNE, | 
Let his ardour for ſtudy be a little cooled before he mar- 
ry; or he will find that a wife is a very troubleſome rival of 
the Muſes. 


WISDOM. 

He will run no riſk on that head, if he * internal 
rather than external qualifications in the choice of his 
conſort, 


ORA CL E V. 


FORTUNE. 
As he is to form ſeveral tranſitory engagements before he 
enters in that of marriage; a 8 temper will be the 
conſequence, ' 


WISDOM. 
A great adept in the art of loye can expect but little hap- 
pineſs in wedlock. 


FORTUNE. 
He will diſpenſe with beauty for the ſake of riches; yet 
he may not for that reaſon be the more contented. 


WISDOM. 
It is but too common an error to think that gold can con- 


ceal deformity ; virtue alone has that power. 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 
He is to find beauty, wit, and virtue, with his conſort ; 
great * of conjugal happineſs. 


WISDOM. 
I can only caution him not to ſuffer poſſeſſion to leſſen 
the value of ſo rare a wife. 
SECOND 


THE SUMMER. $5 


SECOND QUESTION. 


Whether he is to preſerve the affection of his wife? 


83332 


The Oracles of Fox ruxz and Wispom. 


ORACLE L 


FORTUNE. 
Ri who blinded him had ſcarce warmed her heart when 
they united; but he may rely upon her virtue. 


WISDOM. 
It is the beſt ſecurity he can have, ſince bare whims ſo 
pften make love a bankrupt, that he cannot be truſted. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
As that affection is to be cooled by her great deſire of 
following his example, he cannot complain. 


WISDOM. 
No: but he may mend his conduct, and no longer forget 
that he, who has the lead, muſt mind his ſteps. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
He is ſo pleaſed at ſeeing his wife admired, and ſhe is ſo 
fond of being ſo, that ſhe muſt needs love him. 


WISDOM. 
It is a very tottering affection, which is barely grounded 
upon the vanity of the parties, 


ORACLE 


88 THE SUMMER. 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 


When he continually plays the tyrant, he may, at beſt, 
expect from her the ſentiments of a ſlave, 


WISDOM. 
Fear is but a precarious tye, and compulſive obſequiouſ- 
neſs a poor compenſation for the want of love. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
Notwithſtanding the many conjugal ſtorms that his haſty 
temper daily raiſes, her affection will remain unſhaken. 


WISDOM, 
CT is both imprudent and dangerous to try too often the 
— of the beſt-tempered heart. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
By his extravagance and miſconduct he will run a great 
riſk of turning her affection into hatred, 


WISDOM. 
Then he will find the ſaying true, that the ſtate of mar- 
ria ge proves a Tartarus when it is not the Elyſian fields. 


ORACLE VIL 


 FORTUNF, 


4 Her eſteem, friendſhip, and tenderneſs for him, will ever 
3 ſubſiſt without the leaſt alteration. 


' WISDOM. 
None but an honeſt man, a cheerful companion, and an 
_ indulgent huſband, deſerves that anſwer, 


THIRD 


THE SUMMER. 59 


THIRD QUESTION. 
Whether his children will profit by their education ? 


83333 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIs bon. 


ORACLE I. 


| FORTUNE. 
As he over-rates their abilities, they will hardly repay 
his trouble, much leſs anſwer his expectation. 


WISDOM. 
The cultivation raiſes the tree, but it is Nature that 
gives the fruit its agreeable flavour. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE, 
His prepoſterous applauſe will ſpoil their good diſpoſi- 
tions, by making them overbearing and proud, 


WISDOM. : 
And ignorant too: for there is no making any progreſs 
in learning without a becoming modeſty. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
By neglecting to give them the varniſh of politeneſs, he 
will render them unfit for ſociety. 


WISDOM. 
Civility may be called a varniſh, but true politeneſs is 
that — diſpoſition of the mind which attracts 


eſteem and love. 
ORACLE 


6) THE SUMMER, 


ORACLE IV. 


| FORTUNE. 
His ambition of ſeeing them riſe in the world will be 
ſatisfied, but I cannot ſecure them againſt a fall, 


WISDOM, | 

That fall is almoſt certain, if he has not minded their 

morals; for honeſt men are the only ones who ſtand upon 
firm ground, 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
His perpetual ſollicitude and extenſive cares for their 
education will be fully rewarded. 


WISDOM, 
He will then deſerve the name of father, and the glorious 
appellation of an excellent citizen. 


ORACLE VI. 


. FORTUNE. 
The giddineſs of youth baffles all his cares, mou 
they are not wanting in good diſpoſitions. | 


WISDOM. ; 
In that caſe, let him truſt them to reaſon and experience, 
the two torches that Nature has lighted to ſhow man his paths. 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE. 
He runs a riſk of ſeeing his hope diſappointed, for 
not having conſidered that the mind of youths muſt not be 
turned contrary to its natural bent. 


WISDOM. ; 
Shall a father be leſs careful than the gardener, who fo 
minutely adapts cultivation to Nature? 


FOURTH 


THE SUMMER 6: 


FOURTH QUESTION. 


What is it that interferes with his happineſs? 


883884 


The Oracles of Foxru xz and Wis pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
The impottunate remembrance of ſome paſt follies 
embitters the moſt agreeable moments of his life. 


WISDOM; 
Let him reflect on the experience he has acquired by his 
faults, that is the only conſolation that his caſe can admit. 


ORACLE II. 


| FORTUNE, | 
He repines at the mediocrity of his fortune, although 
he is endued with the beſt qualifications of the mind. 
* 
| WISDOM. 
He who eagerly deſires to acquire riches cannot long 
poſſeſs wiſdom, 


ORACLE III. 


| FORTUNE. 
Time ſets heavy upon him; if he could be rid of many 4 
tedious hours in the day, he might be happy. | * 


WISDOM. 
Nothing is ſo eaſy; let him teek in ſome laudable occupa- 
tion a better meaſurer of time than idleneſs. 


ORACLE 


62 THE SUMMER. 
ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
He is ſo ſcrupulouſly jealous of the opinions that others 
have of him, that he cannot enjoy real happineſs. 


WISDOM. 
He has no happineſs at all, if he cannot find it in his 
own heart. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
Prepoſſeſſions and prejudices cauſe him not to find peace 
either without or within himſelf. 


WISDOM. 
Opinions a are the tormenters of men's life, the cauſe 
of all their diſappointments and ſorrow. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
Vanity is the bane of his happineſs ; he never thinks his 
; 8 ſufficiently acknowledged. 


WISDOM. 
Let him try to exact the tribute of praiſe which he defires 
by acts of benevolence, and he will get ſomething better 
than a mere breath, 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
The perverſity of the world fires him with a virtuous 
indignation : can he then be happy ? 


WISDOM. 
Rectitude of heart does not diſpenſe with reaſon, which 
| bids man bear patiently what he cannot alter, 


FIFTH 


4 
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FIFTH QUESTION 
Whether he may rely upon his friend? 


| 23882 
The Oracles of Fox ruxz and WisDom. 


ORACLE L 


FORTUNE. 
He now ſincerely loves you, but he is naturally ſo 


inconſtant, that I cannot ay you may place your con- 
fidence in him. 


WISDOM, 


If you run the riſk of his ingratitude, at leaſt expoſe not 
yourſelf to his infidelity. 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE, 

Your dependence upon him would be very precarious ; 
many more than yourſelf have been deceived by his artful 
conduct. 

WISDOM. 


Where is the leaſt appearance of want of faith and 
honour, do not ſeek for friendſhip. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
Your too great partiality for him encourages him in his 
faults; take care leſt you ſhould repent of it. 


W18DOM, 
Love your friend with tenderneſs and fidelity; but oppoſe 
his vices with ſeverity and firmneſs, no leſs for your ſake 


than for his own, 


ORACLE 


be THE SUMMER. 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
Can you entertain any doubt of him whoſe faith, honour, 
and exalted ſoul, are fo conſpicuous in all his actions? 


| WISDOM; 

Conſult not the Oracle to know, if ſuch a friend love 
you ; conſult your own heart to know, if you deſerve his 
friendſhip. "© > 
| ORACLE v. 

FORTUNE. 

He has given you ſo many proofs of his ingratitude, 
that it is ſtrange you ſhould entertain any ey of his 
heart. 

WISDOM. 

Look upon an ungrateful man as upon a ferocious beaſt 
that nothing can tame, and ſecure your heart from his 
cruel fangs. 

ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. | 
You r may rely upon your friend, provided you expect no 
more from him than you would do 0 for him yourſelf, 


WISDOM. | 
True friendſhip admits not an arithmetical calculation 
in the interchange of good offices, it requires only a mutual 
diſcretion. 
ORACLE VII. 
FORTUNE. 
His heart is ſincere, his intention good, but his want of 
judgement may-expoſe and vex you. 
WISDOM. 


Better truſt a wiſe enemy than a fooliſh friend ; you may 
win the good-will of the firft; but the very loye of the other 


I 
SIXTH 


THE SUMMER. 
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SIXTH QUESTION. 


Whether he ſhall get the better of his enemies ? 


3832382 
The Oracles of Fox ruxzE and W1spon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
6 His forgiving temper encourages the malice of his ene- 
mies; they will never ceaſe to offend him, unleſs he ſhould 
reſent their offences, 


WISDOM. 
To bear a little is prudence, to bear too much is weak- 
neſs; Nature teaches man to defend his life, and reaſon his 
honour. 


ORACLE H. 


FORTUNE. 
The multitude of fools who hate him, will continue in 
their hatred as long as he makes them feel the ſuperiority 
of judgement he has over them. 


WISDOM, | 
A wiſe man may preſerve his own opinions free from 
the prejudices of the vulgar, but he muſt not deſpiſe their 


idle thoughts too openly. 
ORACLE II. 
FORTUNE. 


When he ſhall ceaſe to boaſt of his poſſeſſions and quali- 
fications, their hatred will abate, and inſenſibly die of itſelf. 


| WISDOM. , 
Provoke envy no more than you would a viper, leſt ſhe 
mould dart her venomous ſting too deeply for a cure. 
F ORACLE 


THE SUMMER. 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 

He is ſo eaſily offended, that he is never free from ran- 
cour, and conſequently creates himſelf the enmity of which 
he complains, 

WISDOM, 

If he has nothing to do but to keep the quiet of his mind 
to be rid of his enemies, he will be himſelf the worſt of 
them, if he continue to have any. 


ORACLE V. 


| FORTUNE. 
As it is his uncommon merit which kindles the hatred of 
his enemies, there is ao probability he ever will be rid of 
them. 
WISDOM. 
When men wage war againſt you for ſuch a cauſe, pity 
their infatuation, and ſeek for peace within yourſelf. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 


By attacking his enemies with the weapons that prudence 
affords, he will ſoon overcome them. 


WISDOM, 
Surely theſe weapons you mean, are the happy alliance of 


courage with mildneſs and equity, and not the baſe arts of 
diſſimulation. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
By his irreproachable conduct he will firſt ſilence them, 


and ſoon after ſubdue their hearts by his goodneſs and ge- 
neroſity. 


WISDOM, 
The victory gained by virtue is truly glorious, and the 
peace that. enſues no eſs laſting than ſweet. 
SEVENTH 


THE SUMMER. 67 


SEVENTH QUESTION. 
Whether he is to attain the end of his particular purſuit? 


| 88388 
The Oracles of FoxTunt and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
He is one of thoſe who venture all, and take no refuſal; 
he muſt, at laſt, neceſſarily ſucceed. 


WISDOM. 
To come in at the window when one is thruſt out of the 
door, may ſometimes turn to adyantage, but never will re- 
flect honour, 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
By a ſtrange whim, he takes Science to be a good road to 
Fortune; but, I believe, he will find it a very long one, 


WISDOM, 
If the learned are poor, it is becauſe their ſouls, having 
taken their flight to noble ſpeculations, cannot readily deſ- 
cend to the mean practices of intereſt, 


ORACLE u. 


FORTUNE, 
T intend to anfwer his moſt ſanguine expectations; I have 
marked him out for one of my favourites. 


| WISDOM, 
Let him enjoy the favour of Fortune when he poſſeſſes it, 
but prepare himſelf for bearing the loſs of it with a be- 
coming fortitude. 


F 2 ORACLE 


. N = 7 LED 
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ORACLE WV. 
" FORTUNE. | 


He will have a full ſucceſs, by making thoſe whoſe aid he. 
wants, think, that it is their own intereſt to countenance him. 


WISDOM. 

If ſuch an adept in the knowledge of the world can re- 
concile that. uſeful ſcience with probity, he is ſtill more 
happy than wiſe. 

ORACLE V. 


i FORTUNE. 
What purſuit can he have, when he finds the career of 
ambition too rugged, and that o intereſt too dirty, for his 


- nice honour ? 


WISDOM. 
| He purſues the true dignity with the mine of content that 
virtue gives, and cannot fail, by perſevering, to attain his 
end, | 
0 RA CL E VI. 


FORTUNE. 
When excited by his zeal for his country, he undertakes 
to make the blind ſee, and to fix the inconſtant multitude ; 
is it poſſible to promiſe him ſuceeſs? | 


WISDOM. 
No: but he will have the merit and ſatisfaction of 
Krengthening the perſpicuity and ſteadineſs of the wiſe few. 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE, 
His inclinations lead him to the purſuit of pleaſure, and 
L have furniſhed him with the means, he cannot fail at- 


-taming it. 


WIS Dot. 
Nor can he fail meeting with repentance, if it were only 
for his bad economy of time: a treaſure that Fortune can- 
not give, nor man redcem. 


END OF THE SECOND DAY or rns SUMMER: 
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N the very inſtant, when the fiery Summer reluctantiy 
yielded the ſeat of empire to the mild Autumn, the 
ſacred voice was heard thus expatiating on the occaſion: 


„ Raiſe your eyes, children of the earth, towards the 
celeſtial globe, and ſee an the fign'of the Balance, by which 
the beginning of this ſeaſon is marked, and the year exactly 
divided, the lucid ſymbol of your preſent duty. The fleeting 
time is no more to return for- you, the hours of hope and 
purſuits are paſt; explore the treaſures you have acquired; 
weigh them in the ſcales of juſtice and diſcernment, and 
know whether they are ſufficient to ſupport you during the 
dearth which awaits the other half af your life, 


Firſt, then, approach, ye elected ones, whoſe placid brows 
are moſt properly encircled with the branches of the peace- 
ful olive, whoſe long purple robes expreſs the unchangea- 
ble and mature turn of mind, which alone can blend in 
your countenances «dignity and grace, and thus ſupply the 
luſtre of beauty, Approach with confidence, and repine 
not at your loſſes; the Spring promiſes fair, the Summer 


confirms our hope, but it is Autumn that preſents us with 
the precious gifts which her fiſter ſeaſons have only pre- 


pared, 
F 3 Let 
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Let us ſelect among you thoſe whoſe ſituations are fimi- 
lar; the wives, the widows, the mothers, and the maidens, 
all ſhall be ſuitably claſſed, and, if equally well - diſpoſed, 
will not only depart with the content that the conſciouſneſs 
of poſſeſſing the moſt amiable virtues inſpires, but alſo 


cheerfully return at the approach of Winter, to learn what 
reward they are to expect for thoſe virtues,” 
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72 THE AUTUMN. 


FIRST QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe is beloved by her inferiors? * 


sass 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and Wis pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
Her great affability with her inferiors ſeems to intitle 
her to their love; however, it has a contrary effect. 


WISDOM, 
Surely | it is becauſe they ſee through her affectation of 
good-nature ; and are not willing to be cheated of their 


"hearts. 


ORACLE u. 


FORTUNE. 
She is ſo very civil, nay ſo humble, with thoſe ſhe has a 
right to command, that i it 1s Dl. they are rather inſulted 
1 * behaviour. 


WISDOM. 


T That impoſition of pride is too groſs to pals even upon 


the vulgar multitude, who Tightly Judge that i Is no better 


| than a contemptuous' pity. 


ORACLE II. 


ron roxk. 
She is not only beloved by thoſe who are beneath her, 


but they alſo think that ſhe is in ber right place. 


WISDOM. 
The perſon who infpires fuch ſentiments, muſt have been 


taught by nature herſelf the happy art of blending goodneſs 
with Ani. 


| ORACLE 


THE AUTUMN. 73 
ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
The attachment ſhe infpires to her inferiors is, at firſt, 
very lively; but it ſoon degenerates into contempt, 


WISDOM. | 
This muſt be owing to her miſplaced familiarity with 
them; for, to free dependents of a due reſpect, 1s the way 
of loſing their love. 


ORACLE V. 


FOR TUNE. 
Her paſſionate temper and natural goodneſs cauſe ſuch a. 
viciſſitude of ſentiments in thoſe who are ſubordinate to her 
that ſhe hardly can anſwer this queſtion. 


WISDOM. 
I can tell her that thoſe who undergo that vicifitude 


will ſoon, by habit, be fixed in a perfect indifference for the 
evil or good that may enſue. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 

If fear be the road to love, her imperious and unforgiv- 
ing temper cannot fail of conducting her dependents ſpee- 
dily through it. 

WISDOM. | 

Let her not fall into ſo dangerous an error: even the 
faithful dog is not to be truſted by a maſter who foftens not 
his chain, ' 

0 RACL E VII. 


FORTUNE. 
She never thinks of her ſuperiority of rank but when it 
atords her the means of exerting her benevolence and gene- 
roſitʒ 5; and therefore muſt be adored by them. 


WISDOM, 
Liberality that rewards merit, and charity that An 


miſery, are two nearly- allied virtues, whoſe charms.are ir- 
reſiſtible. 


SECOND 


74 THE AUTUMN, 


SECOND QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe is reſpected by her equals ? 


SSIS 
The Oracles of Fox ruxE and W1sDoM., 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
She commands reſpe& ſtill more by being indulgent to 
other people's faults, than by being irreproachable herſelf. 


WISDOM, 
An eaſy temper is no leſs a ſure token of good morals, 
than a cenſorious one is a plain indication of a bad heart. 


ORACLE IL 


Fog ru k. 


She lives with a ſet of ſuch gay and thoughtleſs people, 
that ſhe muſt ſubmit to be W careſſed and ne- 
glected by them. 


If ſhe is wiſer than they, ſhe cannot much value what 
their caprice ſo caſily gives and takes away. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
Although her excellent qualifications are acknowledged 


by her acquaintance, her company is not the more deſired 
by 1 8 on that account. 


WISDOM. 
Tf her accompliſhments make her vain and cenſorious, 


they are burdenſome to others, and very little profitable to 
herſelf. 


ORACLE 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
Great reſpect is paid her by her equals; though in fact 
they are not a little diſpleaſed with her ſuperiority of judge- 


8 ment over them. 


WISDOM. 
That ſuperiority of judgement ſhould teach her not to 
court ſo much their — and to deal better with 
their vanity, 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
She j joins to a ready wit an amiable chearfulneſs, pru- 
dence and good nature : who can help loving and reſpect- 
ing her. 
WISDOM, 
Only thoſe whoſe deformed mind is adverſe to that beau- 
tiful and good whictr diffuſes delight through ſociety. 


ORACLE VL 


FORTUNE. 
The regard ſhe has for her acquaintance is the exact 
meaſure of that they have for her; they meet and part with 
the ſame civility and indifference, 
| WI-DOM. 
Why ſhould an intercourſe of mere outward politeneſs 
require more than empty grimaces for the empty ſatisfaction 
it gives? 


ORACLE VIL 
FORTUNE. 
By obſtinately ſupporting her own opinion, and never 
giving way to that of others; ſhe ſurely aims at nothing 
more than an apparent deference from her friends, 


WISDOM. 

And even that ſhe cannot always enjoy; the mind cannot 
long diflemble acquieſcence, when the heart yields not to 
perſuaſion. 
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„ Tri avroux. 
THIRD QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe is eſteemed by her ſuperiors ? 


$8388 


The Oracles of -FoxTunz and Waspon. 


ORACLE I. * 


FORTUNE. 
She thinks of obtaining that eſteem by a painful obſe- 
W ; which has a quite contrary effect. 


} 


WISDOM. 
The greateſt bitterneſs of life, and the leaſt to be pitied, 
is that of being williagly * 


F ORACLE IL | ; 
| FORTUNE. 


Vanity perſuades her, that her ſuperiors never loſe fight 


of her conduct, though they hardly take notice of her. 


WISDOM. 
That ſelfiſn thought may be of a great advantage to her, 
* — her to watch over her detects, and correct them, 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
Her real worth would be ſufficient to obtain her end, 
v lrich ther herſelf defeats, by employing. 2 820 rien 


0 


% 


WISDOM. 5 
If the was conſcious of deſerving their eſteem, ſhe would 
not thus debaſe herſelf for the e of it. 


55 ORACLE 


THE AUTUMN. = 
ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, , 
Whether ſhe is to obtain that eſteem or not, certain it as 
that ſhe ſets too much value upon it. 


WISDOM. 
The ſenſes and not the mind of the multitude ſet a value 
to the great, becauſe they ſee them either at a diſtance, or 
through the magnifying glaſs of envy. 


ORACLE. V. 


FORTUNE. 
By remarking every thing, and feeming to take notice of 
nothing, ſhe has thoroughly gained the good graces of hes 
betters. 

WISDOM. 
May ſhe reap, by that very prudent conduct, as much 
honour and profit as ſhe deſerves, if integrity attends her 
through it. 
ORACLE VL 

FORTUNE. 
t | She acknowledgss no ſuperiority but that which riches 
ſeem to give, and reads in each ſmiling look of the wealthy 
an earneſt of her own good fortune, 


WISDOM. 
She is very much miſtaken in the meaning of thoſe ſort 
of looks; they beſpeak admiration, inſtead of promiſing 
favours, and ſhould be anſwered at leaſt with indifference. 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE. 

Although ſhe has taken no pains to ſet out her oπn merit. 
it is not the leſs acknowledged and elteemed by her ſupe- 
riors. 

' WISDOM. 

She was conſcious of it herſelf, and rightly thought th th 
it would not only pierce through her niodeſiy, but alſo re- 
ceive a ne, luſtre from it. | 

FO URTA 
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FOURTH QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe employs her time to her beſt advantage ? 


23828 
The Oracles of Fox ruxz and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
She knows herſelf that ſhe reaps no great advantage from 
devoting her time to a faſhionable life, but cannot help it. 


WISDOM, 


A great ſoul bids defiance to the tyranny of _— 
which forces weak minds to exclude reaſon. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
The many hours ſhe employs in ſetting ont her charms to 
advantage, are ſurely not loſt for her purpoſe of pleaſing. 


WISDOM, 
Not yet perhaps; but the time is at hand which is to 
make her regret not having beſtowed her cares upon the 
improvements of the mind. 


ORACLE IL 


| FORTUNE. 
Time is a burthen to her, ſhe makes no ſort of uſe of it, 
and conſequently it cannot be of any uſe to her. 


WISDOM. 


Sloth deſtroys all that is good; and never creates any 
thing that i is agreeable, 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 
FORTUNE, | 
She paſſes away her time in giving her advice to any one 
that is willing to take it, and generally ſucceeds ; is not 
that a glorious advantage? 
| WISDOM, | 
Of which, however, ſhe 6ught not to boaſt too much; for 
a great tatler may ſucceed by intoxicating his hearers, when 
an able ſpeaker can hardly perſuade them, 


ORACLE V.- 
FORTUNE, 

She is very fond of novelties in metaphyſicks and morals, 
but I cannot ſay ſhe reaps great advantages by daily liſten- 
ing to thoſe who deal in them. 

WISDOM. 

On the contrary, ſhe runs a great riſk by thus miſem- 
ploying her time; ſince it is by this ſort of half-witted 
men that all the pernicious tenets have been propagated 
through the world. 


ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE, 
Her life is decently frugal and laborious, and entirely 
under the regulation of reaſon and virtue; let Wiſdom enu- 
merate the advantages that ſhe is to reap by it. 


WISDOM, 
Firſt, to keep a great while her health and youth from 
flying upon the wings of time ; and, ſecondly, to preſerve to 
the laſt the invaluable treaſure of her peace of mind, 


ORACLE VIL 
FORTUNE. 
She devotes all her leiſure hours to reading; they can 
hardly be entirely loſt for her, 
WIS DO.. 
That is, according to the books ſhe reads; for it is a 


queſtion whether the art of writing has been more uſeful or 
more pernicious to the world, 


FIFTH 


80 THE AUTUMN. 
FIFTH QUESTION. 


Whether there is any fortunate event in ſtore for her ? 
8323832 


The Oracles of Fox ruxzE and WisDoM. 


ORACLE I. 


| | FORTUNE, 
She purſues Fortune with too much eagerneſs and incon- 
ſtancy; and never perſiſts in any of the roads ſhe takes to 


reach her. 
WISDOM, 
Were ſhe to wait patiently for her ſmiles, ſhe would, at 


- leaft, pay a leſs price for diappointments. 
ORACLE II. 


> FORTUNE. 
I do not know what need ſhe has of a fortunate event, 
when nothing is wanting to her ſhare of felicity. 


WISDOM. 
It is very far from being ſo; the perſon who, having a 
competency, wants riches, is in great need of reaſon, with- | 
out which no good can be enjoyed. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. | 

If the inheritance of a worthy friend ſeems to her a 

_ compenſation for the loſs of him, ſhe may call fortunate 
an event which is near at hand. 


WI DOM. g 
Such a compenſation is but too eafily admitted by the 
world, ſince unfeeling avarice has dried up in their ſource 


the tears of {enfibility, | 
| 1 6 ORACLE 


Peron... 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 

What ſignified my favouring her? If I were to pour into 
her lap all the treaſures of the two hemiſpheres, ſhe would 
not be the richer. 

" WISDOM. 

Let not this cool your good-will : if her extravagance 
throws away your gifts, they will not be loſt for others; if 
her liberality exhauſt them, they will not be loſt for herſelf. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
A great prize is to be drawn for het, in preference to 
thoſe who figh for it. 


WISDOM. 

If ſhe makes not a good uſe of it, ſhe may have cauſe to 
ſigh in her turn, and to envy the fate of thoſe who were 
diſappointed, 

ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
Let her not be angry with me, if I cannot foretel any 
happy change in her fituation, 


WISDOM. 
I hope for one, and that is, that ſhe will ceaſe to defire 
hat is not in her power to attain, 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 
Her particular fondneſs for play points out what ſhe de- 
fires of me; let her hope for a favourable moment. 


WISDOM. 
And let her dread a moſt melancholy one, which is the 
uſeleſs regret of time, when, perhaps, ſhe will be in need of 


a fingle moment. 
8 I XTH 


G 
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SIXTH QUESTION. 
Whether her proſperity is to be laſting? 


232332 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIS pon. 
\ 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
Her proſperity has already laſted a great while; but 
where is the ſky that is for ever free from clouds? 


WISDOM. 
You fay right ; ſhe cannot hope to be entirely free from 
troubles; but why ſhould ſhe fear what is not in her power 
to avoid? 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE, 
She is threatened with ſome accidents and loſſes, that 
will deprive her of the affluence in which the lives, 


WISDOM, 
Let her deſires keep pace with her means, and ſhe will 
hardly perceive the alteration of her circumſtances, 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE. 

She has no need of my anſwer, while ſhe pretends that 
any one who has genius and prudence may command 
events. 

1 WISDOM. ' 
Whoever thinks what nobody elſe thinks, has either an 
uncommon ſhare of wiidom, or a great ſtock of folly. 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. | 
Although I ſhould tell her poſitively that her proſperity is 
to be laſting, ſhe would not be cured of her anxiety, 


"% 


WISDOM. 
The worſt that may happen is then what ſhe ſhould de- 
fire; better it is to receive at once the mortal ſtroke, than 
continually to have the ſword hanging over one's head, 


ORACLE V. 


N FORTUNE. 

There is not the leaſt ominous proſpe& againſt her; ſhe 
may enjoy her preſent proſperity without any concern for 
what may happen, 

WISDOM, | 

He would be a very inconſiderate pilot indeed, who 
ſhould leave the oars and helm of his ſhip on the ſhore be- 
cauſe the wind is favourable. 


ORACLE VI, 


FORTUNE. 
Adverſity will ſoon overtake her; whether by the loſs of 
riches, or reputation, or friends, J cannot tell. 


* 


WISDOM, 
Gold i is not to be deſpiſed ; reputation and friends are 
to be cheriſhed; but ſhe may find comfort in the loſs of 
them all, from the conſciouſneſs of having not deſerved it. 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE, 
The opinion of thoſe who think ſhe deſerves her proſpe- 
rity, will be ſoon altered by the change of her fortune. 


WISDOM. 
This is not ſtrange at all; when the player quits his 
glittering dreſs, the true perſonage appears. 
G 2 SEVENTH 


& THE AUTUMN. 


SEVENTH QUESTION. 


Whether her adverſity will be ſoon at an end? 


388382 


The Oracles of Fon runn and Wispon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
I have ſo long frowned upon her, that ſhe hardly can 
think it poſſible I ever ſhould favour her with a ſmile, 


WISDOM. 
She undoubtedly knows that the whims of fortune are 
over-ruled by a Providence who cannot have an ill will 
againſt -her. 


, MT ACLE IL 


FORTUNE. 
A happy Froſpect ogens before her, ſhe will ſoon have as 
much cauſe for joy as ſhe has now for grief, 


WISDOM. 
The evils and pleaſures of human life are, on the whole, 
of ſo ſhort a duration, that they ought not to trouble or ts 
elate a wiſe mind, 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
I will not liſten to her complaints; for what ſhe calls 
adverſity will appear to many a tolerable ſhare of happineſs. 


WISDOM, 
| - There are no misfortunes that deſerve more to be pitied 
than thoſe Wick imagination creates in ſpite of reaſon. . 


ORACLE 


THE AUTUMN. 8; 


ORACLE TV. 


FORTUNE, 
She ſupports adverſity with ſo much fortitude, that ſhe 
needs not aſk to be delivered from it. 


WISDOM. 
Though the ſhepherd bids defiance to the ſtorm when he 
has ſecured his flock .in the fold, he cannot be blamed for 


wiſhing a ſerene ſky. 
| ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
Though her enemies have not been wanting in malice 
againſt her, ſhe may reproach herſelf for her misfortunes, 
which, however, will be ſoon at an end. , 


WISDOM, 
In the mean time let her obſerve, that, both for her ins 
tereſt and peace, ſhe muſt forgive her enemies and herſelf. 


ORACLE VL 


FORTUNE. 
Her induſtry, patience, and conſtancy, will, at laſt, pro- 
cure her better days, of which it is ro be hoped ſhe will 
make a good uſe. 


- WISDOM. 
There is no doubt of it: whoever has overcome adverſity 
by dint of merit can hardly be corrupted by proſpertty, 


ORACLE VII 


FORTUNE, 
As my wheel muſt turn about, whoever is under | it, has 
the chance of being ſoon placed on its top. 


WISDOM, 
True image of that fatal viciſſitude of hope and fear, joy 
and grief, which mankind muſt ſupport with the help of 
reaſon. 


END or TRE FIRST DAY or THE AUTUMN. 
G 3 _ - 


&£ 


Nd d 


AUT U MN. 


H E golden trumpet of Fame had not ſounded the 
praiſe of our oracles only in the ear of the gentle ſex, 
but had alſo rouſed the attention of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


| gt among the other; inſomuch, that our glorious Iſland was 
3 „ 


viſited in this ſeaſon by ſeveral perſonages, whoſe exalted 
pebble", ſeemed incompatible with the docility requiſite 1 in 
cnc 


e, who ſec for Per terns truths, 
5 —— Per tee eee. . ben, Sort 


Our revered Sage, in the exultation of his heart, had 


| 
| 
| 


ZHitted the ſequeſtered ſhades of meditation; he had ad- 
hep F vanced to the portico of the temple, and would have been 
ee pleaſed to ſee all ranks levelled by the rural dreſs that the 
4 1 of this ſecond day of Autumn wore, had not 
; 2 E eee looks of ſome of them plainly manifeſted 
mt their proud hearts repined at the conceſſion they had 
— to curioſity. Therefore, aſſuming a ſevere aſpect, he 
thus addreſſed them: | 
La arent 3 
3 Let none of voi bluſh at theſe ſymbols of labour; who 
2 is the man that is diſpenſed with toiling for the preſervation 
of his exiſtence, in what ſituation ſoever he may have been 


2 7 placed by ſociety? Ought the man in power, for whom 
12 9 thouſands harrow the earth, to diſdain a wreath of ſheaves, 


9 /i— * 8 


and 


187 J . 
and a mantle the colour of which repreſents that = 25 
for whoſe productions he has engaged 1 watchful 
equity and active juſtice, in behalf of thoſe with whom 
he has thus exchanged the fatigues of the body for th 
infinitely more painful troubles of 5 mind? 1 = the 4 
thoughtful Orator who endangers h = 2 TAS 
Warriour who expoſes his life, th Fee 
"ſacrifices his honour, the anxious —— who loſes 55 2 
peace, have reaſon to deſpiſe the former laborious occupa 
tion of men, ſince it is at ſuch a coſtly price that che Hess 
have obtained an exemption from it. Like the ruſtic, 
they all depend upon an harveſt ſuitable to the pains they 
have taken with the various ſoils of their reſpective pur- 
ſuits; like him, they ſhall reap as they ſowed; whether it 


were good or bad grain, Fortune will reveal, and Wiſdo w. 
judge; and conſequently they are to apprga ch the 2 2 Peper, | 


deſſes with awe, reverence, and fubmiſſon 2 
Let then every one be claſſed according to his rank. | 
in life; and let the men of eminence be firſt introduced ; 20x 
not that the immortal Powers are i them for — 2 
vain and i bu becaule the choiceſt inſtruc- Z Wo 
tions are deſtined *to thole W 1e d yijtues are C. U 


neceſſary to the publ Eonar Grab 
moſt neceſſary to the pu ic googy Er: rf 2 
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FIRST QUESTION. Page 
The Man in Power : Whether he is beloved by 
thoſe under him? 89, 90 


| SECOND QUESTION. 
The Orator: Whether he is to be diſtinguiſhed 1 25 


his profeſſion? I, 92 


THIRD QUESTION. 
The Warrior: Whether he is to be crowned with 
glory ? 93, 94 
| FOURTH QUESTION. 

The Courtier: Whether his ambition is to be 
gratified ? 95, 96 
FIFTH QVESTION. 

The Trader: Whether his proſperity will prove 
adequate to his toils and cares ? 97, 98 


SIXTH QUESTION. 
The Huſbandman: Whether peace and content 


| will conſtantly inhabit his humble dwelling? 99, 100 


SEVENTH QUESTION. 
The Man of no profeſſion: Whether the com- 


forts of ais independent ſituation will be laſting? 101, 102 
FIRST 
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FIRST QUESTLON. 


The Man in Power: Whether he is beloved by thoſe 
under him ? 


833338 
The Oracles of Fox ruxkE and Wis pon. 


- ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
He has, at leaf, nothing to fear from their hatred ; for 
they have ſo long complained, that they muſt be devoid of 
common-ſenſe. 


WISDOM, 
Although the long-continued DEE of the multi- 
tude ſeem to indicate a want of judgement, that appear- 
ance ought not to be truſted too far. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNF. 
How can his dependents love him, who thinks that their 
misfortunes ſecure his power over them ? 


WISDOM. 8 
He forgets that the conſtant attendant of oppreſſion 
is deſpair, by which the weakeſt people may ſoon become 
too ſtrong for an unjuſt maſter. 


ORACLE III. 
FORTUNE. 
They love him becauſe he has an affection for them, and 
places his happineſs in their profperity. 


WISDOM. 
Though his felicity and fame thus ſtand upon a ſolid 
foundation, yet_ he muſt be warned againſt undermining 
flattery. 


I ; ORACLE 


THE AUTUMN. 


ORACLE IV. 

FORTUNE. 
Their hearts are eſtranged from him by the had manage- 
ment of thoſe who ſeem the moſt zealous for his ſervice, 


WISDOM, 
Deplorable condition of men in power ! they fink under 
their burden ; and do not ſee that thoſe who are the moſt 
forward to help them are the leaſt capable of doing it. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. | 
He is loved by ſome for his intention of doing well; but 
hated by many for his prepoſſeſſions, which cauſe him to do 
wrong ; and he truly deſerves to be pitied by all. 


WISDOM. 

He fhall not find that pity before the tribunal of unerring 

juſtice; for the gods admit not the plea of blindneſs in thoſe 
whole duty it is to be clear-fighted. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
Men i in power ſo ſeldom love any but themſelves, that it 
is aſtoniſhing they expect to be loved by their dependents, 


WISDOM. 
At leaſt they deſire it; for well they know that a bad 
maſter has more to fear from his ſervants, than his ſervants 
from him. 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 
They 18 him for that very prodigality which coſts them 
many groans, and which they are very far from deeming 
in him to be a fault. 


WISDOM. 
They would think very differently if he had the oppoſite 
diſpoſition; for avarice degrades the man in power, and 
exacts no leſs contribution than prodigality. 


SECOND 


T HE AUTUMN. 91 
SECOND QUESTION. 


The Orator: Whether he is to be diſtinguiſhed in * 
profeſſion? 


882288 


The Oracles of Fox ruxzE and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
His fine genius, forcible eloquence, extenſive learning, 
and moſt corrupt heart, will render him the wonder of his 
time, and a riddle for poſterity, 


WISDOM. 

It is to be lamented that, contrary to order, the ſpecies 
of ſuch monſters ſhould be propagated; which would not 
be the caſe, if they were beholden with the horror they de- 
ſerve. 


ORACLE I 


FORTUNE. 

His great defire of being diſtinguiſhed is not unſapported 
by merit, and will, at laſt, overcome the obſtacles thrown 
in his way. | 

WISDOM. 

That his merit keeps pace with his ambition will be 
eaſily perceived, by his being more anxious of deſerving 
than enjoying his ſucceſs, 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 
In the career of venality which he has entered, he has 
too many competitors to diſtinguiſh himſelf, 


WISDOM. 
Thus corruption is crowded and ſhut up in dark receſſes, 


leſt the air ſhould make it intolerable. 
We | OR A CLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
He will be famous for his {kill of making falſhood appear 
in all the native graces of truth, and thus decoying his 
hearers into a labyrinth of errors. 


WISDOM. 
He may gather momentary applauſe with this deteſtable 
art; but maſt, at laſt, be loaded with contempt. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. | 
The time is not yet arrived that will place his invaluable 
merit in a conſpicuous light, and ſhew in him the defender 
of his country and the lover of juſtice. 


| WISDOM. 

Thus the corn remains a long while in the earth before 
it produces thoſe golden ſheay es which are the moſt precious 
gitt of nature. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
Ul | His bitter eloquence and inconſiderate zeal will create 
= | him more enemies than admirers among the powerful, 


—_— W1SDOM. 
\ | | Prudence fills not her quiver with words, and knows how 
often the ſhield of filence is uſeful. 


ORACLE VII. 


ni FORTUNE, 
As gold is the only incentive to his cdloquence, he will 
acquire riches, but never honour, 


WISDOM. 
= | He muſt have a very groveling foul if he is pleaſed with 
_"_— your Oracle, and repines not at the badneſs of his lot. 


THIRD 
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THIRD QUESTION. | 
The Warrior: Whether he is to be crowned with glory? 


83338 
The Oracles of Fox ruxE and Wis von. 


ORACLE I. 


; FORTUNE. 
Enraptured with poetical fictions, he will boldly aſſail the 
crown of glory; but ſhall only gain the cap of folly, 


WISDOM. 
Then he will receive his due reward; for chimerical pride 
entitles a man to nothing but ridicule. 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE, 
He follows his profeſſion from inclination, or rather from 
inſtinct; I doubt much whether he is intitled to true glory. 


WISDOM. a ä 
The warrior who is not diſtreſſed even on che field of 
victory, and fights from any other motive than the love of 
his country, is worſe than the moſt ferocious animal, 


ORACLE IL 


| FORTUNE, 
That crown is certainly his due; but his great ſoul has 
taken its flight far above the reach and the reward of mor- 
tals. 


WISDOM. 
He who reſolves to act like a man, remains a mere man; 
he who, from ſentiment, aims at more, becomes a hero. 


OR ACI. E 


ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
The wreath which encircles the ſmooth brow of the 
voluptuous, becomes him better than the crown of glory 
to which he can hardly dare to aſpire, 


| W19DOM. | 
Effeminate men ſhrink not at danger; it is in the tedious 
toils of war that they want that conſtancy which a frugal 
life inſpires. 


ORACLE V. 
FORTUNE. 
His great eagerneſs for conqueſt ſhades from his view 
the true means of conquering; and uhhappily he has 
adopted that of an exceſſive cruelty. 


WISDOM, 
Then he may deſtroy, but never ſhall ſubdue, his ene- 
mies; for no force on earth can enſlave the ſoul, if ſhe does 
not herſelf yield up her own liberty. 


ORACLE VI. 

| | ' FORTUNE. 
He ſcorns the danger, but does not foreſee it, and muſt 
be contented with the glory and rank of a good ſoldier. 


WISDOM. 
Happy the general who commands men of ſuch a diſpo- 
fition, when himſelf is endued with prudence and conſtancy. 


ORACLE VII. 
FORTUNE. 

He fights neither for reward nor praiſe, but only for 
peace ; and whether conqueror or vanquiſhed, will n_ 
deſerve the crown of glory, 

WISDOM. 

May the ardent beams which ſurround him invigorate 
the latent ſeeds of compaſſion in the hearts of thoſe who 
forget that they were born to love, and not to deſtroy, their 
fellow-creatares ! 

FOURTH 
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FOURTH QUESTION: 
The Courtier : Whether his ambition is to be gratified ? 
vas 
The Oracles of Fox ruxz and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. | 
It is in vain that he flatters men in power, and courts the 
multitude ; the aukwardneſs of this double attempt renders 
him contemptible to each party. 


WISDOM, 
A becoming indifference for .the favour of both would 
have produced the contrary effect, by keeping them from 
knowing the depth of his judgement. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
His views are too well known; thoſe he deſires to ſup« 
plant are not willing to let him have the pleaſure of re- 
taliating at their own expence. - 


WISDOM. 
That retaliation. is moſt proper among courtiers, fince it 
may rouſe their torpid feelings for each other, 


ORACLE III. 
| FORTUNE, 
11 is pity that, with an honeſt heart, he follows ſo un- 
gracious i profeſſion; however, in favour of his good 
qualities, I will be filent, | | 


WISDOM. 
You are in the right: unthinking men are more miſerable 


when they hope for nothing, than when they have hoped in 
Vain, 


ORACLE 
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4 ORACLE IV. 
FORTUNE. 

He will but too well ſucceed, and give a new proof that 
the firſt ſcheme of a favourite is to involve his maſter in 
difficulties, in order to raiſe his own importance. 

WISDOM. 
The e of ſuch an attempt have ſo often proved 


fatal to artful miniſters, that it is aſtoniſning they dare to 
expoſe themſelves for an empty glory. 


ORACLE V. 
FORTUNE. 
The impetuous breath of popular favour will ſwell him 
into a giant; but he ſhall ſoon dwindle into a dwarf, and 
de treated as ſuch. 
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WISDOM. 
Theſe two illufive dimenfions ought not to affect the 
rational beholder ; who, by examining the conduct of the 
man in both, may eaſily find his true meaſure. 


ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE. 
As he is conſcious of deſerving the place to which he 
aſpires, he undoubtedly queſtions the * of him 
whoſe favour he courts. 


WISDOM. 
Perhaps he thinks that there is no juſtice ſo exact, and 
no goodneſs ſo perfect, which are not the better for being 
ſollicited. 
| ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE. 


He will be eaſily ſatisfied, for he aims at TOE but the 
graceful appearance of a favourite. 


- WISDOM. 

Strange infatuation !. to humble oneſelf by pride, to court 
in order to be courted; and thus to reſign the dignity of 
man for its ſhadow, x 


FIFTH 
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FIFTH QUESTION. 


The Trader: Whether his proſperity will prove adequate 
to his toils and cares ? 


8S838228 
The Oracles of Fox TUNE and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORT UNE. 
The fair character he bears in the world, is the founda- 
tion on which his proſperity ſtands; what can hinder its in- 
creaſing to his wiſhes ? | 


WISDOM. 
There are, indeed, very few odds againſt him, if he is 
fully convinced that it is more ſafe and uſeful to be an 
honeſt man than to appear ſo. 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE. 
His proſperity will keep pace with his injuſtice, let his 
conſcience ſet a value on the ſucceſs I thereby promiſe him. 


WISDOM. 
Whoever ſacrifices probity to lucre, cannot help finding 
on examination the real loſs he has ſuſtained, by exchang- 
ing a good commodity for a bad one, 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 

Nothing can make him amends for the diſguſt he feels at 
every falſehood that it is incumbent on a man in buſineſs 
hourly to utter. - 

WIS DOM. 

were it true that traders in general could not help thus 

demeaning themſelves, it would juſtify thoſe who deem 


commerce a baſe calling. 
H ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 
FORTUNE. 


As he is * induſtrious in getting and ſpending money, 


he has an equal chance for proſperity and indigence. 
WISDOM. 

It remains to know whether he acts like a ſalutary 
ſpring, or an inſignificant water-ſpout, in order to praiſe 
or contemn him for his pains, 

ORACLE V. 


| "2A FORTUNE. | 
His greateſt anxiety is to conceal the low degree from 


which he roſe ; but ill-nature and envy will not allow him 


that kind of proſperity. 


| - WISDOM. | 
He may ſet them at defiance, if he is conſcious of de- 


ſerving that conſideration which diligence, joined to honeſty, 


has a right to beſtow upon him. 
ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
At leaſt his fortitude and conſtancy will be adequate, if 


not ſuperior, to his unmerited misfortunes. 


WISDOM. 
Truly unmerited they muſt be, elſe theſe noble virtues 


would not raiſe him above the ſuperficial grandeur of riches. 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNF. 
There is no knowing whither his inconſtancy may carry 
him; and I cannot promiſcuouſly anſwer the phyſician, the 


writer, the lawyer, and the merchant. 


| WISDOM. | 
Whether a man deals in lives, reputations, liberty, or 
property of his fellow-creatures, he may, by attending to 


-the innate idea of right and ' Wrong, be equally led to hap- 


pineſs. 
SIXTH 


* 
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SIXTH QUESTION. 


The Huſbandman: whether peace and content will con- 
ſtantly inhabit his humble dwelling? 


383882 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WISspox. 


OKACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
No mortals can expect to retain for ever theſe two amiable 
gueſts; it is a privilege that Fortune herſelf cannot grant. 


| WISDOM. 
Here is no need of Fortune's favour; a rural abode is the 
native home of peace and content. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
He will loſe his reliſh for the ſweets of a rural life if ever 
he taſtes the high-flavoured pleaſures of cities, 


| ___ WISDOM. 
To a ſoul truly pervaded by theſe ſweets, ſuch a trial 
cannot prove dangerous. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
A barren Autumn and a ſtormy Winter will open his 
door to penury and illneſs, and drive away peace and con- 
tent. 


WISDOM. 
The Lark of human days, ſweet hope, wall detain the 
dear comforters, by preſaging an auſpicious Spring. 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
His goodneſs for his ſervants, whether men or brutes, 
renders him worthy of all the comforts of life. 


WISDOM. 
Which Nature has infured to him, by engaging herſelf 
to make happy all thoſe who reſpect her laws, 


ORACLE V. 

FOR TUNE. 

Let him ſurvey his rich fields, his numerous flocks, his 

pleaſing walks, and ſmiling gardens, and no anxieties will 
invade his breaſt. | | 

WISDOM, f 

Provided he conſiders, that the ſame frugality, labour 

and diligence, which have procured him ſo comfortable a 

ſituation, are to make it laſting, 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 

His furrowed brow bears witneſs againſt that happy 
ſituation which his queſtion implies; and announces inde- 
fatigable labour with tenacious poverty. 

| WISDOM, 

Neither of theſe diſadvantages are incompatible with 
peace of mind; and, as to content, who does know not 
that it is the offspring of honeſt labour ? 


ORACLE VII. 
FORTUNE. 
He will forſake the charming proſpect that quiet and 
ſimplicity afford him for new ſights and inticing variety. 
WISDOM, 
That is to ſay, he will view the world through the magni- 
fying glaſs of ambition and vanity, and increaſe the number 
of deluded men, | . 


SEVENTH 


« 


THE AUTUMN, ren 


SEVENTH QUESTION. 


The Man of no profeſſion: Whether the comforts of his 
independent ſituation will be laſting ? 


* 


The Oracles of Fox ruxgz and W1sDom, 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 

Every man generally toils for reſt; therefore he, who can 
meet with quiet without having ſought for it, cannot but 
be happy. 

WISDOM, 

No more than the lover who is diſpenſed from wooing 
his miſtreſs; for, in both caſes, ſatiety anticipates enjoy- 
ment. | | 


ORACLE Il. 


FORTUNE. 
Among the comforts of an independant fituation, none 
is ſo lively felt and fo laſting as the conſciouſneſs of it. 


WISDOM, 
Independency muſt be then conſidered in the full ſenſe of 
the word; for a man is very far from being free who is a 


ſlave to his paſſions, 
ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, _ | 
I foreſee no alteration in his circumſtances, but a great 
one in his mind, whoſe diſquietude is not far off. 


WISDOM, 
That will be owing to his bad œconomy of time, whoſe 


value increaſes in proportion to its decay. 
H 3 ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
He may preſerve, but never would have acquired the in- 
dependency he owes to his anceſtors, and of which he boaſts 
ſo much and enjoys ſo little. 


WISDOM, 
Let him be ranked with thoſe unnoticed heaps of ſtones 
which fill a chaſm between the lofty monntains, by whoſe 
detached fragments they were formed. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
As he has availed himſelf of his fortunate ſituation for 
the improvements of his mind, he never ſhall want the 
comforts attached to true freedom. 


WISDOM. 
The independency acquired by wiſdom is ſynonymous 
with fovereignty; in fact, it is ſtill more, for it deſerves, as 
well as commands, reſpect. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, - 

He has made uſe of his independent fortune in behalf of 
thoſe who ſighed in the chains of neceſſity; can he ever 
need comfort ? | 

WISDOM, | 

Never: for a benevolent mind, like the ſun, centers in 

itſelf the falutary beams it diffuſes around. 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE, 
The comforts he means are every kind of voluptnouſneſs, 
and theſe can be enjoyed no longer than age will permit. 


WISDOM. 
Let his reaſon ſuperſede the doom of time, if he is wil - 
ling to continue truly independent. 
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* HE feathered choirs are ſilenced by the rude 

breath of Winter; the active myriads of ants and 
bees, turning with diſguſt from the bitter boughs which 
are to reſiſt the general decay of vegetable food, have re- 
tired to their ingenious cells; ĩnſects, reptiles, quadrupedes, 
all the animals, but man, mourn for this ſeeming death o 
Nature, Man alone, fearleſs of annihilation, knows that 
the horrors of a ſtill darkneſs muſt uſher in the lively 
beams by which the work of regeneration is performed. 
Exult then, O ye privileged ſpecies, at this ſuperiority of 
reaſon ; and let the fimilitude of the ſeaſons, with the pe- 
riods of your life, raiſe your hope to that happy renewal 
which peculiarly affects you, as being the beſt production 
of the earth. Shrink not at the thought of the fatal 
criſis, but, with cheerfulneſs and fortitude, come and learn 
to prepare yourſelves for it.” 


This inviting addreſs of the inviſible monitor was rever- 
berated through the calmneſs of a night no leſs radiant 
than the ſun in its ſplendour; for, as the entrance of 
Winter was to be celebrated with more pomp and feſtivity 
than any firſt day of the other ſeaſons, the whole Iſland 
had been illuminated with thouſands of cryſtal lamps, ſuſ- 

H 4 | pended 
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pended on the branches of trees and the columns of the 
temple. 


While the band of the ſex to which the goddeſſes had 
aſſigned the precedence ſlowly advanced, the inſtruments 
played to enliven their march and elate their hearts. They 
were, as uſual, welcomed by the chief prieſts, who, animad- 
verting upon their ſolemn dreſs, ſaid to them: 


„Here once more you appear clad in dazzling white, 
a colour which is the ſymbol of joy, as its oppoſite, black, 
is that of ſorrow ; with this difference, that the agreeable 
refulgence, which in your Spring denoted the ſweet content 
of native innocence, now expreſſes the ſatis faction that you 
have acquired, by- conſtantly fulfilling your duties, and 
thus intitling yourſelves to the laſting reward of which 
your crown of laurel is the emblem. May the uniformity 
of your appearance be anſwered by a perfect ſimilarity in 
virtues! May every one of you be overſhaded by Wiſdom 
on the day when ſhe ſhall be left deſtitute of Fortune's 
favours, and of thoſe deluding vanities which incumber 
mankind in their ſhort tranſit from life to eternity. 
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FIRST QUESTION. 


Whether ſhe is to meet with any happy moment in her 
preſent ſtage of life? 


* 


SSS 


The Oracles of Fox ruxk and WISspOM. 


ORACLE I. 


"FORTUNE. 
Does ſhe diſtruſt the power and goodneſs of nature, or 
her own vitiated' taſte and falſe judgement ? 


WISDOM, 
She onght to know, from experience, that the only way 
to meet with happineſs is to deſire nothing beyond the gifts 
which nature profuſely beſtows on mankind, 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
Many happy moments ſhe will find in the _—_—y of 
ridiculing the follies of youth, | 


WISDOM, 
: When old people have that cenſorious turn of mind, it is 
a proof that they have entirely loſt their memory. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 
She will perpetually dwell on the halcyon days of her 
youth, and live upon the ſhadow of her former enjoyments. 


WISDOM, 
Senſual pleaſures cannot but indifferently ſatisfy a rational 
mind, even when they are not ideal. | 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 

The remembrance of the good actions ſhe has performed 

through the other periods of her life will be a ſweet com- 
fort to her in this laſt, 


WISDOM. 
Thu the moſt exquiſite fruits of the year may be delight- 
fully enjoyed in winter. 


FORTUNE. 

The path through life which ſhe was doomed to follow 
has been very difficult; and I cannot ſay it will prove 
imoother. 

WISDOM. 

She cannot, at leaſt, be deprived of the comfort which 
the weary traveller feels when he is arrived at the laſt ſtage 
of his journey. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. | 
She cannot be more happy than ſhe 1s in repeating old 
ſtories, unleſs ſhe ſhould be blind to the yawnings of her 
hearers. 


WISDOM, 
Let — in years look forward ; a retroſpect is uſeleſs, 
except when they ſhew the right way to thoſe who follow, 


ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE. 
Her thoughts are juſt, her words uſeful, her actions good; 
can the be in need of happy moments? 


WISDOM. 
The perſon who thus purſues eternal EPR" may 
eaſily overlook the ſatis faction of an hour. 


* 
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SECOND QUESTION. 
What paſſion is ſtill alive in her heart? 


S822 


The Oracles of Fox ruxz and WIs pon. 


Merz. 


FORTUNE. . 
The loving faculty of her ſoul is rather reſined than im- 


paired by age; a caſe truly pitiable ! 
WISDOM. 


More pity would be due to mankind, if they were doomed 
not to love at a time when their reaſon i 1s better enabled to 


point out the propereſt objects. 


ORACLE . th 


FORTUNE. 
The defire of pleaſing is {till alive in her heart, in ſpite 
of the ſincere advice ſhe daily receives from her looking- 


glaſs, 
WISDOM, 


Let her diſcard the impertinent monitor ; but retain that 
defire, and conſult Wiſdom on the way of gratifying it. 


ORACLE IL 


= 8 FORTUNE. 
4 Her natural diſpoſition to anger ſtill ſubſiſts; but only 
ſhews itſelf in half-ſmothered impatience and ſtified mur- 


9 
4 murs 
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WISDOM. 
Since age has extinguiſhed the fire, let reaſon diſperſe 
the ſmoke, to ipare herſelf the mortification of ſeeing her 
weakneſs derided, 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


; FORTUNE. | 

Pride gives motion to her ſoul ; ſhe advances not a ſtep 

in the road of life without looking around for praiſe and 

admiration, 
WISDOM, 

Let her mind the end of the career, where lies the water 

of oblivion for thoſe who have unjuſtly exacted the tribute 
due only to merit, 


- ORACLE V. 
: FORTUNE, 

She welcomes age, by which ſhe is indulged in her 
natural indolence, and would not have any diſlike for death, 
were it not for immortality. | 


WISDOM. | 
In the race of life the flothful runs not for reward; but 
plods on to puniſhment. | | 


ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE. 
The farther ſhe. approaches the place where nothing is 
wanting, the more ſhe prepares againſt want, and graſps at 
uſeleſs wealth. 


WISDOM. 
She loves her heirs more than herſelf; or ſhe would, at 
their expence, make a better proviſion for the time to 
come. 


ORACLE VIL 
FORTUNE, 
From her youth ſhe has endeayoured to keep her paſſions 
in a juſt equilibrium ; the ſtruggle is over, and they are now 
turned into virtues. | 


| WISDOM. 
When reaſon performs the work of time, it is but juſt 
that time ſhould crown the works of reaſon. 
| THIRD 


Py 
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THIRD QUESTION. 
Whether ſhe can rely on thoſe who attend her ? 


S888 
The Oracles of Fox ruxk and WIs Dou. 


ORACLE I. 


Wn FORTUNE, 
Does ſhe mean her ſervants, whom ſhe always looked 
upon as mere brutes ? what can ſhe expect from them? 


WISDOM. 
Nothing, but what intereſt and fear will prompt them to 
do; and this is as much as her opinion of them deſerves, 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE. 
The obyfician who attends her is ſkilful and inſinuating: 
however, I would not have her rely too much upon him, 


Thoſe of that profeſſion are equally attentive to the 


mental and bodily diſtempers of their patients, in order to 
make their own profit of both. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
The juſt allowance ſhe always made for want of educa- 


tion in the common ſort of people, will be now rewarded 
oy their faithful ſervices, 


WISDOM. 


An uncultivated mind may be diſguſting to thoſe of a re- 
fined taſte ; but a ſimple heart is acceptable to every one. 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 
Let her beware of thoſe buſy and negligent dealers in 
mens“ health, who, in preparing a reſpite to life, may 
execute the doom of death. 


WISDOM, 
Is it not enough for poor mortals that all the elements 
wage war againſt them, muſt they encounter ſordid intereſt 
armed with the mixture of deadly drugs ? 


ORACLE V. 
| FORTUNE. 


She has long ſupported the little faults and errors of thoſe 
who now will chearfully ſupport her infirmities. 


WISDOM. 
If there was no other advantage in good-nature than 
that of juſtly freeing from ſuſpicion and tear thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of it, it would be an invaluable one. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, _ 

Inſtead of making her will, let her actual liberality inte- 
reſt in her life thoſe who ations her; and I will inſure their 
zeal and fidelity. 

WISDOM, 

Whoever is going to leave a prejudiced world can do 

nothing better than turn its defects to advantage. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 

Her whole ſoul is torn with affliftion, when ſhe thinks 
ſhe muſt court the cares of thoſe whom ſhe always thought 
beneath her notice, 

WISDOM, 

Pride i is the moſt abſurd paſſion in a being whoſe JW 

ning and wet is nothing but weakneſs and imbeculity. 
FOURTH 
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FOURTH QUESTION, 


Whether ſhe has well ſettled her account with the world 
and herſelf? 


S883 
The Oracles of Fox ruxz and WIs pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
She has. negligently ſummed up her ſeveral duties, and 
ſelf-love alone has audited her account, 


WISDOM. 
. Conſcience is an accurate and ſevere examiner, and ſel- 
dom fails to reſcind the verdict given by the paſſions, 


ORACLE IL 


| FORTUNE. 
Upon examination ſhe has found that ſhe has amply paid 
the world its due; but ſeems to have forgotten that much 


is yet owing to herſelf, 


WISDOM. 
Oſtentation and Remiſſneſs are both on the ſame fide ; and 
what can be ſet againſt them? A mere cypher. 


ORACLE III. 
FORTUNE. | 
She has placed the remorſe and good intention of her 
Autumn againſt the errors of her Summer and the giddi- 


- neſs of her Spring: Can the balance be in her favour ? 


WISDOM. 
Yes; with the laudable actions of her Winter: for mer- 
ciful heaven has ordained, that good deeds ſhould pre- 


ponderate over bad ones, 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 

There is a great error in the ſumming up of her virtues; 
for ſhe has ſet on the fide of generoſity the profuſeneſs of her 
caprice. 

WISDOM. 

Let her ſcrupulouſly look again into fo important a mat - 
ter, leſt ſhe ſhould have miſtaken baſhfulneſs for modeſty, 
indolence for good-nature, and fear for piety. 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 

She always has ſo exactly fulfilled her public and private 
duties, that a review of the paſt has been a pleaſing taſk to 
her, 

WISDOM, 
The prize of the race is often loſt by thoſe who look 


with too much complacency on the way they have already 
paſſed, 


ORACLE VL 


FORTUNE, 

Is it poſſible that ſhe ſhould have done juſtice to ſociety 
and herſelf, when ſhe hates TI as being the bane of 
peace ? | 

WI9DOM. 

Experience is indeed uſeleſs to thoſe who avoid thinking ; 


for, though diſcontented with all things, they can mend 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 
She has amplified her faults, and undervalued her virtues; 
let Wiſdom decide on the propriety of that method, 


WISDOM. 
Self-condemnation intitles the offender to mercy, who, 
by preſumption, would have provoked juſtice, 
I FIFTH 
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FIFTH QUESTION. 


Whether ſhe is to ſurmount the terrors of death ? 


88838 
The Oracles of Fox ruxzE and Wis pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
She has ſo little taſted of the ſweets of life, that one 


would think ſhe will ceaſe to live without regret, 


WISDOM. 
An unhappy perſon quits life with more reluctance than 
an happy one; becauſe it is more eaſy to reſign enjoyment 


than wa 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
As ſhe is always tired of the preſent moment, and wiſh- 


ing for the next, ſhe undoubtedly has a deſire rather than 


an abhorrence of death, 


WISDOM. 
That impatience of mankind for the morrow is an im- 
pulſe of nature, who forwards matter to its centre, to the 
great relief of exalted fouls. 


ORACLE III. 
| | FORTUNE. 
Replunged by age in the imbecillity of childhood, ſhe 

will act with death like the infant towards its nurſe, ſmile 


on him, and peacefully fall aſleep in his arms. 


WISDOM. 
"Sin aſylum for thoſe who have made a proper uſe of 


their reaſon before the period aſſigned for its decay. 
ORACLE 


ee. LH <a and 1 8 —— —— — 
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ORACLE TIV. 


FORTUNE. 
She will overcome theſe mechanical terrors by remember- 
ing her paſt adverſities and numerous troubles. 


Who can, indeed, recoil at the fight of the harbour 
after having undergone a long ſeries of ſtormy days ? 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
Her exit from a world which ſhe hates and contemns 
would not alarm her virtuous ſoul, were it not for the proſ- 
, pet of the awful hereafter, 


WISDOM. 
Let theſe fears invade the breaſt of the guilty ; an up- 
right mind has nothing to dread, but all to hope for. 


ORACLE VL 


FORTUNE, 

She ſo induftriouſly contrives to divert her thoughts from 
the ſubje&, that I am ſurprized at her conſulting me about 
it. 

WISDOM. 
In vain mortals ſhould endeavour to loſe the proſpect of 


death ; either through hope or fear they are always led that 
way. 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 

Her mind is ſo well familiarized with the thought of an 
unavoidable diſſolution, that the fatal criſis will not coſt 
his heart a ſingle pang. 

WISDOM. 

Thoſe whoſe reaſon dreads not to ſurvey the gulph of 
death, have undoubtedly ſecured to themſelves a good re- 
" Ception beyond it. 
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115 THE WINTER, 
SIXTH QUESTION, 
Whether ſhe is to be regretted by her friends? 


SSS 
The Oracles of Fox ruxk and WIs pom. 


oRACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
Her old friends will ſhed tears for themſelves at the 
thought of being next called by nature; and her young 
ones will think it high tune ſhe ſhould make room for others. 


WISDOM. 
A moment*s reflexion upon what ſhe felt herſelf on ſimilar 
occaſions would have told her as much ; but every one is 
rather inquifitive about other peoples? hearts than his own, 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
Her relations, friends, and even her common acquain- 
— will ſincerely mourn over her precious remains. 


WISDOM. | 
They will alſo be comforted on confidering that that part 
of her which they regret is in A of a laſting happi- 
neſs. 


ORACLE II. 


FOR TUNE. : 
- Her laſt looks will meet with a many ſorrowful counte- 
nances; however, her loſs will be ſincerely deplored but by 


a very few. 


WIS Dou. 
Death, it is ſaid, is the teſt of friendſhip; but the diſ- 
covery avails not the dead, and it is generally diſregarded 


by the — 


ORACLE 


I 
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ORACLE UV. 
FORTUNE, 
Her loſs will make ſuch a chaſm in the narrow circle of 
worthy beings, that it never will be ſufficiently lamented. 


WISDOM, 
Let her not too fondly entertain that expectation; it is 
neither in the will nor the power of mankind to ſet a juſt 


value on goodneſs, 
ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 
The traders in women's trifles and extravagancies will 
loſe too much by her death not to be really afflicted. 


WISDOM. 
Let her ſet theſe deſpicable intereſted regrets in oppoſi- 
tion to the grateful tighs by which a benevolent ſoul is 
wafted to the regions of felicity. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
No friends ſhe had during her life; no tears ſhe is te 
expect at her death, except thoſe of joy from her heirs, 


WISDOM. 
And from her enemies; for thoſe whom no one love muſt 


of courſe be hated by many. 
ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE, 
The afflicted, the deſtitute, and the injured, whom ſhe 
has comforted, ſupported, and defended, will ſincerely 
mourn tor her, or rather tor themſelves. 


WISDOM. 
Theſe ſelfiſh tears are a moſt acceptable tribute, which is 
due only to thoſe who have exerted their benevolence in 


the beſt manner, and on the propereſt objects. 
| I 3 SEVENTH 
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SEVENTH QUESTION. 


Whether her memory is to be held in honour, or doomed 
to oblivion, 


88333 
The Oracles of Fog TrunE and Wis pon. 


ORACLE I. 


| FORTUNE. 
'Her name will not be eaſily forgotten by the multitude 
who reſort to places of diſſipation and idleneſs ; but hardly 
remembered in thoſe aſſemblies where Wiſdom preſides, 


WISDOM, | 
A no leſs precarious than inglorious fame is that which is 
acquired under the banner of Folly, whoſe whims are as 
mutable as the decrees of Wiſdom are permanent. 


ORACLE IL 


FORTUNE, 
Her excellent qualifications are not calculated for making 
a laſting impreſſion on the mind of unthinking men. 


| WISDOM. 
There is a nobler reward for modeſt and amiable virtues 
than the weak breath of human praiſe. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 

Had ſhe always kept in view that immortality for which 
the now ſeems ſo anxious, it would have been an eaſy matter 
for her to attain it, 

| WISDOM, | 

It cannot be a dull and groveling foul who wiſhes for an 
honourable fame ; and therefore it is yet in her power to 
deſerve it. | 
| ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE, 

As long as virtue and goodneſs ſhall be remembered 

among mankind, her name cannot be forgotton. 
WISDOM, 

She may, at leaſt, rely on that intereſted rule of ſociety 
which preſcribes to ſtigmatize, the wicked and to exalt the 
juſt, 

ORACLE V.' 
FORTUNE, 

Poſterity will bluſh for the preſent inconſiderate genera- 
tion, who has ſuffered her to live in obſcurity notwith- 
ſtanding her acknowledged merit. 


WISDOM. 
To enjoy ſolitude, and he certain of celebrity, are two 
ſhares of happineſs which ſo ſeldom go together, that the 
perſon favoured with both is not to be pitied. 


ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE. 
Her faults and her virtues will be. equally remembered 
and accurately weighed againſt each other; therefore with 
a little conſideration ſhe may herſelf unravel her fate. | 


WISDOM. 
Let her difregard the world, who, at beſt, is but a ſevere 
judge; and turn to the gods, who are pleaſed to throw mercy 
into the unfavourable fide of the ſcales. 


ORACLE VII. 
FORTUNE, 
Through the fimplicity of her life ſhe has been ſo little 
noticed by the world, that ſhe cannot expect that any one 
ſhould remember her exiſtence, 


WISDOM. 
The ſweet violet is often diſregarded by men as a mere 
weed, though its fragrance raiſes it to the honour of adorn- 
ing the ſhrines of the gods, 


END oF TRE FIRST DAY or runE WINTER. 
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SECOND DAY 


O F | | 
NT ER. 


HE awful and pleaſing fight of the venerable old 

men who next crowded to the Temple, and were 

alfo drefſed in white, and crowned with laurels, once more 
prompted the Sage thus to utter the words of invitation : 


„Come, ye, whoſe appearance announces that the day 
of your triumph over the eyils of life is near at hand; 
come to the feet of our deities, who undoubtedly will con- 
firm the happy omen of your dreſs; fince it is to be pre- 
ſumed, that a conſummate prudence, and laudable modeſty, 
the two amiable attendants of experience, have led you 
hither, not to know the remaining intricacies of a career 
which you have full in view ; but to learn how to overcome 
theſe difficulties, and, at lat really be declared victors by 


the voice of fame.“ 


At this encouraging ſpeech the hoary band bowed their 
grateful acknowlegement; when one of them, remarkable 


or his wrinkled brow and diſcontented looks, exclaimed : 


« Alas! 


1 


[ 122 1 


«© Alas! the tree which is planted on the ſummit of a 
mountain will ſeldom wither and decay, like that whieh 
took its growth in the ſhadowed valley; ſince, though 
bending with age, it may even then be torn from its root 
by a ſudden guſt of wind! Such is the man of ſociety; un- 
foreſeen misfortunes ſtep between him and the peaceful 
abode to which nature would have gradually conducted him, 
and cauſe his ruffled foul to take a premature flight. Can 
it then be ſaid, that there is a period of life in which we 
need not enquire about futurity ?” 


«© Be comforted, replied mildly the Sage ; though ſuch 
a knowledge is ſometimes uſeleſs and often dangerous, it 
never ſhall be denied in this iſland; for, when curioſity 
leads to Wiſdom, it proves, what really it is, the ſtrongeſt 
| incentive of the human mind, and the greateſt characteriſtir 
of reaſon, 


QUESTIONS 


122 J 


o UE S TI ON S 


FOR 
1 SECOND DAY 
O F 
T 
ee. 

FIRST QUESTION. Page 

Why has he conſtantly miſtaken the path to happi- 
neſs ? 123, 124 


| SECOND QUESTION. 
Whether he has well acted his part on the ſtage of 
this world? 125, 126 
THIRD QUESTION. 
Whether his endeavours to be farther uſeful to ſo- 
ciety will prove ſucceſsful ? ; 127, 128 


FOURTH QUESTION. 
By what means will he be enabled to ſupport 
chearfully the infirmities of age ? 129, 130 


FIFTH QUESTION. 
Whether thoſe who profeſs to be his friends are 
fincere? 131, 132 
SIXTH QUESTION. 
Whether he is to encounter death with fortitude? 133, 134 
SEVENTH QUESTION. 
Whether he is to be rewarded by fame ? 136, 136 
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FIRST QUESTION. 
Why has he conſtantly miſtaken the path to happineſs ? 
88882 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIspo Ww. 


ORACLE 1. 


FORTUNE. 
He never ſought for it; his purſuit was after pleaſure, 
whoſe crooked paths lead only to diſappointment, 


WISDOM. 
It is aſtoniſhing that men who are at ſuch pains to be 
happy have ſcarce an idea of happineſs. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
His attempts proved unſucceſsful, becauſe he was too 
much elated or depreſſed by happy or adverſe circumſtances. 


\ * WISDOM. 
Had men judgement ſufficient to penetrate into the cauſe 
of things, they would know their effects, and might rule 
their hopes and fears accordingly. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. | 
He was ſo verſatile in his purſuit after happineſs, that at 
laſt he entirely loſt the proſpect of it. 


WISDOM. 
Were paſſionate men once convinced that virtue is the 
only path to happineſs, that ardour of temper by which 
they are often miſled would be highly beneficial to them. 


ORACLE 


1:4 THE WINTER. 
ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
Had he only aimed at content by the belp of philoſo- 


phy, he would have attained it; more was not pre-ordained, 


WISDOM. 
Who, in fact, can expect more during a tranſient life? 
But men are ſo dazzled by the proſpect of happineſs that 
they perceive not the diſtance at which it is placed. 


ORACLE V. 


| FORTUNE. 
Several times he miſplaced the affections of his heart, and 
now he would fain give his miſtakes for eventual diſappoint- 
ment. 
wis non. 

Whoever depends for happineſs on a frail and mortal 
being, acts like a man who ſhould uſe a reed for his ſupport 
through a rugged path. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 

It is but too true that he never could arrive to happineſs 
by the road of Fortune, and was always diſappointed in that 
ER | 

WISDOM. 

Thoſe who ſubvert the meaning of two words fo different 
as fortune and happineſs, muſt abide by the canſequences 
of their miſtake, 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 
Peace and content dwell in his virtuous heart; can he 
then doubt of his being in the true path to happineſs ? 


WISDOM. 
The upright man has his fears; and the more ſo from 
having a nearer proſpect of that felicity which he has 
conſtantly Penne. 


SECOND 
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SECOND QUESTION, 


Whether he has well acted his part on the ſtage of this 
world? 


32338383 
The Oracles of Fox ruxk and Wis pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
He would have performed tolerably well an under part 
of the drama; but, unfortunately for the ſpectators and 
himſelf, he was made the Hero. 


WISDOM. 
As the order of things admits not exchanges of places, 
let him have the generoſity of ſupplying his own incapacity, 
by attending to the ſuggeſtions of a good prompter. 


ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE. 
It is needleſs to tell him, that the part he has acted, ad 
ſtill acts, is far beyond his natural abilities, for he is te- 
ſolved not to quit the ſtage. 


WISDOM. 
Let him try to repair his faults, and miſtruſt that pre- 
ſumption by which he may be led to additional and irreme+ 
diable errors. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE. 
He has admirably acted the part of a zealous patriot, 
though not with the ſugceſs that might have been expected. 


WISDOM. 

If he finds not in the conſciouſneſs of his good intention 
an ample recompenſe for his miſcarriage, it will be eaſy to 
gueſs at the cauſe of it, 


4 
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ORACLE TIV, 


FOR TUNE., 
He would have done much better had he heen leſs atten- 
tive to the approbation of the ſpectator, 


WISDGM, 
He never can be a good actor, who thinks more of the 
admiration he wiſhes to raiſe, than of the ſentiments he 


ought to feel. 
ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE. 

Like the vulgar herd of men, he has obeyed the dictates 
of inſtinct; but it does not appear that reaſon was ever his 
prompter. | 
WISDGM. 

Let thoſe who thus degrade their own ſpecies be ranked 
beneath the brutes, until they give ſome proofs-that they 


are above them. 
OEAGCEX YL 


FORTUNE, 

To the honour of his ingenuouſneſs, let it be known that 
he has ſupported the 2 of an upright man, though 
not his own, 

WISDOM. 

He is inadequately recompenſed for his trouble, by the 
pleaſure of impoſing upon the credulous; let him wait for 
the day when his hypocriſy ſhall be diſcovered, and he will 
be fully rewarded. 

ORACLE VII. 


| FORTUNE. 
He has conſtantly ſhewn himſelf the juſt and enlightened 
man, and defpiſed the perſecutions that envy and malice 
raiſed againſt him, | 
WISDOM. , 
Thoſe that confider that, when life's play is over, im- 
partial judges are to decide on the merit of the performers, 
may eahly overlook the injuſtice of the world. 
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THIRD QUESTION. 


Whether his endeavours to be farther uſeful to Society 
will be attended with ſucceſs ? 


3838333 


The Oracles of Foxruxk and Wis pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE. 
He may yet do much for the public benefit, if the deſire 
of doing more than he can, does not carry him too far. 


WISDOM. 
Superabundance of good-will is a fault of which men are 
ſo ſeldom guilty, that Wiſdom is much perplexed how to 
proſcribe it, | 
ORACLE II. 


FORTUNE, 
He thinks that his eloquence can perform wonders, but 
he will only amuſe his hearers and fatigue himſelf. 


WISDOM. 
There is an economy in the art of ſpeaking, which muſt 
be attended to; for the laviſher of words exhauſts his 


power of perſuaſion, 
ORACLE UL 


FORTUNE, 

He is willing to promote the good of ſociety, but his 
imperiouſneſs perſuades him, that compulſion alone can 
prove ſucceſsful. 

WISDOM, 

Let him employ ſuch coercive means againſt his own 

paſſions, and he will enjoy a ſatisfaction which the govern- 


ment of others-can never give, 
ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 
His former ſucceſs in the management of public concerns 
perſuades him that no difficulties are proof againſt his ſkill, 


WISDOM. 
Chance and circumſtances befriended his meaſures ; ; Can 
his preſent confidence ſupply theſe advantages? 


ORACLE V. 


FORTUNE, 
The good tendency of his writings, and their impar- 
tiality, cannot but anſwer his laudable purpoſes. 
| WISDOM. 
They may be beneficial to poſterity, though probably 
uſeleſs to his contemporaries; for the vanity of the living 
never fully approves but the performances of the dead. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
He flatters himſelf that the wealth he accumulates, and 
the palaces he 0 55 will be of great ſervice to ſociety. 


WISDOM. 
So they may, if, by opening his gates to charity and hoſ- 
pitality during his life, he teaches his heirs the right uſe 
that ought to be made of riches and ſplendour, 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
Through his modeſty, virtue appears fo amiable, that 
there is not the leaſt doubt of his acquiring her many 


pFotaries. 


a WIS DOM. ä 
The charms of virtue are irreſiſtible; if ſome exhibit 
them in vain, it is becauſe they ſuffer pride to over-ſhadow 
their brightneſs. 


FOURT H 


THE WINTER. 129 


FOURTH QUESTION. 


By what mearis will he be enabled to ſupport the infirmiries 
of age? 


BLEEDS 


The Oracles of Fog ruxz and Wrsbow; 


ORACLE I. 


; FORTUNE. | 
In the ſummer of his days he made a league with Patience 
and Conſtancy, on whoſe aſſiſtance he now has a right to 
depend; 
WISpDONM. 
Theſe virtues are faithful auxiliaries; they never forſake 
their allies in time of need. 


ORACLE ii. 
FORTUNE. 
In purſuing the pages of hiſtory, he will find that his 


infirmities are not to be compared with thoſe dreadful evils 
which have often afflicted mankind, 


WISDOM. | | 

When thoſe intereſting records are well attended to, they 
aſſuage the paſſions of youth, and will prove a reſtorative 
in the weakneſs of age. 


ORACLE II. 


| 3 FORTUNE. 

He will repine and murmur againſt Nature for want of 
knowing her laws, * ſet at defiance the power of per- 
ſuaſion. 


WISDOM; 
Ignorance is to the ſoul what deafneſs is to the ear; 
good or bad advice to a man affected by either will have the 
tame effect. 


K ORACLE. 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 

Not uſed to have his deſires ungratiſied and his com- 
mands reſiſted, he will be abſurdly enraged againſt pain, 
to the great diverſion of the ſtanders-by. 

| WISDOM. 

He who has long entertained the thought of his being a 
demy-god, and finds himſelf a mere man, falls from ſuch a 
height, that his reaſon cannot reſiſt the ſhock. 


ORACLE V. 
FORTUNE, 4 

From his youth he has been laying up cares and infirmi- 
ties for the decline of his life; what comfort can I foretell 
him? : 

W wISDOM. 

That an unavailing regret attends the years of thoſe who 
have miſpent the treaſure of time, 1s an undoubted truth; 
however, the balm of reſignation may yet relieve them. 


ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE. — 
A frugal life and a placid temper have ſecured him from 
many of the infirmities incumbent on age, and ſtrengthened 
his reaſon againſt thoſe evils which many think unavoidable. 


WISDOM, 
Let man ceaſe to deſtroy his own health and peace by 
his voracity and fierceneſs, and he will find that Nature in- 


tended no evil to him, 
ORACLE VII. 
FORTUNE. 
He knows that human life may be compared to an inn, 
where many inconveniencies and very few comforts are to 
be found; and that thought will ſupport him through all 


his troubles. 


WISDOM. 827 
Very little conſolation will be deduced from this ſimili- 
tude, except you delineate the delights of the place to which 
the traveller is bound, as well as the miſeries attendant on 


his journey. FIFTH 
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FIFTH QUESTION. 
Whether thoſe who profeſs to be his friends are fincere? 
8228 
The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WisDom, 


ORACLE Is 


; FORTUNE. 

T know his thoughts: thongh he enquires whether his 
friends are ſincere, he defires to know if there ſuch a thing 
as a friend: 


WISDOM. 
There are no friends for that kind of men who art ſur- 
. Founded by the envious and flatterers; two ſpecies whoſe 
baſe hearts are equally unfit for friendſhip, 


ORACLE II. 


FOR TUNE, 

With his good qualifications; he would not have wanted 
worthy friends, had his acceſs been eaſy, his behaviour 
polite, and his countenance ſerene. 

3 WISDOM. 

That is tb ſay, he has by his ſhyneſs and aſperity kept 
men of modeſt merit at a diſtance, and let the undeſerving, 
who overleap every barrier, crowd upon him. 


ORACLE II. 
FORTUNE, 


5 They are all bound to him by the tie of gratitude, can 
he entertain the leaſt doubt of their profeſſed attachment. 


WISDOM. a 
He ſurely knows the depravity of human nature, and that 
a benefit is not fo well remembered by thoſe who receive it, 
as by the benefactor, . 
1 K 2 ORACLE 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 

His ncere friends are not among thofe whoſe adulation 
is ſo pleaſing, that he prefers their company to that of 
others. 

WISDOM. 

The ſacrifice of pride is ſo painful even to the meaneſt 

ſoul, that the flatterer cannot but hate the man he flatters, 


ORACLE v. 


FORTUNE, 
He has often affirmed that money can procure every 
thing; let him now try if he can buy friendſhip, 


WISDOM. 
He may acquire the reſemblance of it, which, like a 
ſhadow, makes its appearance when the fun ſhines, but 
vaniſhes in the hours of darkneſs. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE, 
His friends ſay, that he is ſo cheerful, fo witty, and ſo 
good a companion, that it is impoſſible not to love him. 
WISDOM. 
Yes; in joyous banquets and mirthful aſſemblies theſe 
ualifications are pleaſing; but in thoſe awful ſcenes, 
which await old age, they do not appear in fo favourable a 
light. 
ORACLE VIL 
FORTUNE. 
He wks from his youth endowed with the gift of pleaſing, 
and retains it in his old age; therefore, he may depend 
upon the attachment of thoſe who approach him, 


. WISDOM. i 
What you call the gift of pleaſing, is that goodneſs of 
heart and equanimity of temper which are the true indica- 
tion of a worthy mind. 


SIXTH 


THE WINTER, 133 


SIXTH QUESTION. 


Whether he is to encounter death with fortitude ? 


88888 


The Oracles of FoxTuUNE and Wispox. 


ORACLE L 


FORTUNE. 

He is wiſe, and conſequently will reſign his life with for- 
tude; he is happy, and therefore would wiſh to avert his 
death, | 

WISDOM. 

None are wiſe and happy but hole who live contented, 

and contentedly prepare themſelves to die, 


ORACLE u. 


FORTUNE, 
He has not vulgarly dozed away his life ; his 83 
have been conſtantly fixed on immortality, and he will not 
fear being awakened to it. 


WISDOM. 
Death ſummons all men; but whether to happineſs or 
miſery, it is in the power of every man to chuſe, 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 
Death will have a dreadful hold upon him, becauſe he 
is perpetually endeavouring to fly from it, 


: WISDOM, 
Nothing but that weakneſs of judgement which cauſes 
children to be terrificd at the tales of giants and monſters, 
can make old people fo fearful of death, 
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ORACLE IV. 
FORTUNE, 

Whether it is owing to a diſordered imagination, or to a 
bad conſcience, he cannot think of his laſt hour without the 
utmoſt terror, | 

WISDOM. 

Theſe two evils are fo nearly allied, that the ſame remedy 
will ſerve for both, if applied i in time, namely, the fear of 
the gods. 

ORACLE V. 
FORTUNE, 

Who, after an inſignificant, tedious, and very long life, 

can be afraid of meeting with death? 


WISDOM, 
The life of man nfl not he reckoned by the number of 
their days, but by that of their good actions: the ſun riſes 
always too late for the flothful. 


ORACLE VI. 
FORTUNE, 
He will welcome the approach of his deliy erer from vain 
hopes and anxious wiſhes, 


WISDOM. 
In fact the ſmiling world promiſes a good, which it is 
not in its power to beſtow, while death, who ſeems to 
threaten with an evil, procures that good. | 


ORACLE VII. 


FORTUNE. 

He has neither that raſh preſumption which cauſes a ma 
to wiſh for death, nor that contemptible cowardice which 
makes him fear it, 

WISDOM, 

When man looks down on himſelf, he finds no great 
inticement to preſumption, when he raiſes his thoughts to 
heaven, he finds a great many reaſons for confidence and 


__ 
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SEVENTH QUESTION. 
Whether he is to be recorded by Faine? 


83332 


The Oracles of Fox ruxE and WIS pon. 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 

The grateful voice of thoſe whom he has delivered from 
oppreſſion, will filence the clamour which envy raiſes 
againſt the living and the dead, and force them to acknow- 
lege his merit. 


WISDOM, 
That is ſurely more than he wiſhes for; an upright heart 
ſcorns the plaudits of baſe and unjuſt men, 


ORACLE I. 


FORTUNE, 
He thinks that fame is the true life of an infinite being, 
and ſhall not in vain fet his ſoul in purſuit of it. 


WISNOM, 
Let him be 5 cautious in the choice of the 
road he takes to attain his wiſh, leſt he ſhould loſe eternal 
happineſs for a tranſient breath. 


ORACLE III. 


FORTUNE, 
What title, what pretenſion, has he to the remembrance 
of poſterity? Is he a Warriour, a Stateſman, or an Author ? 


W1SDOM, 

There are two ſort of men who fight, govern, and write, 
the inconſiderate, and the wiſe; but they are very far from 
having an equal right to a glorious fame, 
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ORACLE IV. 


FORTUNE. 

He has ſo long deſpiſed the opinion that the world had 
of him, that I am furpriz zed at the anxiety which his queſ- 
tions betrays, 

WISDOM, 

Many, who are ambitious of a good name, ſeem indif- 
ferent about it, merely becauſe they are not willing to 
pay the price of the acquiſition. | 

ORACLE V. 
FORTUNE, 


Although he well deſerves the tribute of praiſe, his mes 
mory will be expoſed to the ſharpeſt arrows of detraction, 


WISDOM. 
If the calumnies of fame ſhould reach thoſe happy fields 
which are the habitation of the juſt after death, they would 
be for them a matter of diverſion and triumph. 


ORACLE VI. 


FORTUNE. 
He will be honourably recorded for actions apparegtly 
glorious, but, in fact, of a very equivocal nature. 


WISDOM. 
What comfort can Fame adminiſter to a ſoul, whoſe ſecret - 
thoughts have been unravelled, to her eternal confuſion and 
miſery. | 
| ORACLE VIL 


FORTUNE, : 

He has done good for the ſake of doing it, and thought 
that virtue was its own reward: Whence comes this ambi- 
tion of Fame? 

WISDOM. | 

Both the defires of knowing ſuturity, and of living in it, 
are impulſes of Nature, by which ſhe makes man proclaim 
his own unmortality. 


END or ruE ORACLES. 


A 


LE 
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BPO d 


HE general thankſgivings which concluded the 

feſtival of the Winter-ie:ſon were ſcarcely ended, 
and the gates of the Temple cloſed, when a venerable 
ſtranger, attended by a youth of noble mien, and two 
beautiful damſels, preſſed through the crowd, and 
threw himſelf at the fect of the Sage, whom he thus 
addreſſed : 


& Vouchſafe, moſt holy man, to implore the tutelary 4 
deities of this iſland in my behalf, that they may per- | 
mit me to conſult them in regard to my perplexing ſitu- 
ation. O ſuffer not the unfortunate Philander to be 
entirely deprived of the advantages he would have reaped, 
had not a dreadful tempeſt oppoſed the eagerneſs of his 


wiſhes,” 


© Repine not, „ Phitlanider; anſwered the Sage, at an ue 4 
accident which Providence had undoubtedly pre- Derr we ee, 
for ſome wiſe end; and know, that se ugh ou odge Pe AED 
deſſes have unalterably fixed the days Er "comn A ung 
cation with men, they never refuſe to inſtruct A at e- ., ; 
other times by the voice of thoſe whom they have choſen” SES — Þ 
for their interpreters. Let us then withdraw to my ſoli-4. Auer 
tary dwelling, that I may be made acquainted with the, ee 
cauſe of your unhappineſs ; and recall your former hope, | | 


Fhich, I truſt, will not be revived in vain.” 


Philander, 


e. 
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Philander, leaving the gentle youth and the modeſt 
virgins, immediately attended the Sage, to whom, in 
that ſimple manner which diſtinguiſhes the Greeks from 
other nations, 55 gave the following account of him - 
ſelf: 


„J am a native of Athens; I have conſtantly en- 
deavoured to perform the duties of a good citizen: I 
was many years an happy huſband; I ſtill think myſelf 
a fortunate father; and I glory in being a faithful friend. 
Yes! I once enjoyed the blefling of a friend ; we were 
animated by the ſame ſoul, but death parted our material 
beings. 


In his laſt moments Leoſthenes bequeathed me his 
two daughters, requeſting that they might be made en- 
tirely mine, by being united to my ſons; he added, that 
in caſe ſome unforeſeen obſtacles ſhould oppoſe his wiſh, 
he depended upon my .utmoſt care in the choice of their 
huſbands, abſolutely inſiſting, that my conſent ſhould be 
given only to thoſe whoſe diſpoſitions ſhould perfectly 
correſpond with my own. I ſealed my compliance upon 
ALE, cold and quivering lips of my friend; and in that 

Aancholy kiſs received his dear departing breath. 


Io me 20 


© Cleora ad Meliſſa found in the tenderneſs of my in- 
comparable wife Phœdime all that comfort which the loſs 
of ſuch a ſather, as well as their uncommon ſenſibility 
required, Although they had icarce paſſed the confines 
of infancy, the wiſdom of my friend ſhone in all their 
actions, to which the graces gave additional charms. By 
theſe fair bleſſings of an invaluable ſtock my attention 
was inceſſantly engaged; and chiefly on their account 1 
rejoiced at the virtuous inclinations of my ſons Leonidas 
and Alcidalis, who, at that time, were purſuing their 

Kudies in the beſt academies of Athens. 
. 6 I had 
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“I had retired from the tumult of the capital to the 
quiet of a rural and pleaſing abode, where my ſons eagerly 
joined us when their litterary purſuits permitted. I 
never failed, on theſe occaſions, minutely to obſerve their 
conduct towards my amiable pupils, whoſe hearts I alſo 
endeavoured to ſcrutiniſe, in order to diſcover, by their 
par tiauuy to each other, the means of promoting their 2 
common happineſs, but the extreme modeſty of the vir- © AS 21 
gins, and the conſtant reſerve of the youths, involuntarily... 


deprived me of that ſatisfaCtion., + OR ys fo e. a, 
ue 4 


. Lan 
A few years elapſed without any "Gas 1 — 


ſituation, when the mother of my beloved Phœdime, 

who refided in the iſland of Lemnos, ſent us a meſſenger, - 
requeſting to be indulged with the pretence of her daugh- 

ter in her laſt moments. As I was prevented, by my 

duty towards the daughters of Leoſthenes, from perſonally 

attending that excellent woman in her voyage, I intruſted 

her to the care of my ſon Leonidas, on whoſe prudence 

and filial love I entirely relied; and, ſmothering my pre- 

ſaging ſighs, parted from her for the firſt time fince : 
our union, alas, never to meet again! Juſt heaven! of — 
how inſcrutable are thy decrees! My virtuous wife, 4. . e 2 1 
and dutife! fon were both ſhipwrecked upon the fatal 

rocks of Leznnos, and ſwallowed up by the mercileis 

waves. 


« Though ſo great a mis fortune had almoſt plunged 
me into deſpair, I was obliged to put on a ſerene and 
reſigned appearance, in order to conſole my children, 
who moſt ſenſibly felt our cruel loſs ; but long, very long, 
was my dwelling the abode of unutterable woe; and even 
now I have juſt reaſons to doubt whether content will 
ever inhabit again within its walls, 


66 At 
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At laſt, the remembranee of my promiſe. * to 
my heart a new ſource of diſquietude ; and, rouſing my 
thoughts from the lethargy. of affliction, I repaired to 
Athens, in queſt of a conſort worthy of either of my 
friend's daughters, haying now only one lon to offer 
mw | 


* 


As the various defects inherent in mankind, and 
their — vices and folly, had been obliterated from my 
memory by my long abſence from the world; I doubted 
not that I ſhould eaſily find that virtuous man whom my 
friend had enjoined we to chuſc; and was ſo confident in 
my expectations that I could hardly be undeceived by the 
repeated diſappointments I met with, 


© Reſolved, however, not to be influenced by public 

reports, I proceeded with equal caution and activity in 

my enquiries and obſervations, when the reſult of my 
unremitting cares was to find, that Phocion, who paſſed 
for a pattern of prudence, temperance, and œconomy, was 
14 — 'E-xeths ated. by a ſordid: avarice; that Lyſias, who by the 
4 A agreeableneſs of his perſon and wit, by his complaiſance 
| d liberality, ſeemed intitled to the good graces. of the 
if, was the cofrupter of their virtue, and the betrayer 
of their fame; that the pretended philoſophy, of Ariſteus 
2 88, gpere i inſenſibiic that the celebrated valour of 
| 5 or W raſhneſs; and the admired ſagacity of 
e e. , be . 
2 ee t- funded by ſelf-love, or convinced by truth, I returned 
N 2 © my ſolitude with the opinion, that chere was not a 
Lo +» ſingle man within the extenſive city of Athens, whoſe im- 
„ a + K-Ferfettions were not worſe than mine, and conſequently 


none that could ſuit my pupils. 
= V Pt Pl eee. 2 f 2 3 22 
If l 4 The NO oh ot, viſible in my countena 


nee alarmed „ 


ſon; I could not reſiſt his importunity to be acquainted 
3 with 


4 * * 


0 r 


— 
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with the cauſe of it; and in the fulneſs of my heart diſ- 
covered to him the ſecret of my perplexed ſituation. He 
ſeemed, at firſt, much affected and treubled; but ſoon re- 
covering himſelf, and looking on me with the tendereſt 
affection, he exclaimed : 


O my father! do you not ſee in the requeſt of your 
dying fricnd a direction of Providence, who intended a 
cure to the cruel wound you were doomed to receive ! 
Ceaſe then to ſeek for a man like yourſelf; for, if even 
the world were not ſo perverted as I indignantly find it 
to be by your recital, it would be impoſſible to meet 
with one of your virtuous and amiable diſpoſition. It is 
yourſelf then who muſt be united to Cleora or Meliſſa, in 
order to fulfil your engagement with Leoſthenes. It would 
be in vain for you to alledge that your years are unſui- 
table to ſuch an union ; you have ſcarce begun the winter 
of your age; and were it not for the weight of ſorrow 
that oppreſſes you, no marks of the hand of time would 
appear in your equally chearful and reipectable aſpect.” 


This diſcourſe, pronounced with the inſinuating voice 
of filial piety, excited in my breaft a conflict of ſentiments 
not to be expreſſed. My love for Phedime, which till 
ſubſiſted, oppoſed a ſuggeſtion which my faithful attach- 
ment to the memory of Leoſthenes ſupported ; while my 
gratitude towards my ſon inclined me to comply with hi 
apparently ardent wiſh, I took his arguments for 0 
dictates of the genius who preſides over friendſhip, an . 2 
has the charge of ſceing the duties of that noble virtu 
performed; and, at laſt, conſented to his propoſition o — 
immediate] ſending for Clcora aud Meliſſa, in order t ; 
conſult ts upon a ſubject in witch they FD ow | 
concerned, f 2 2 4 . — Ae 
5 * AA. Aer, 
e 
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e zr As I knew the exalted virtue of Alcidalis, and 
2 „ & —— he might ſacrifice himſelf to my tranquillity, and, 
e s A he thought, to my happineſs; I intreated him to tryſt 
| with the ſecret of his heart, in regard to the tender 
-” 00 2 ßprepoſſeſſion he might entertain for one of the beautiful 
4 ere damſels: he anſwered that he had an equal eſteem for 
are , both; and would contentedly receive the hand of either, 
| according to my defire and direction. Such an indif- 

2 72 ference in a youth whoſe livelineſs and ſenſibility an- 
| 22 ; nounced a heart formed to love, was not to be eaſily 


| My believed by a tender father anxious for the happineſs of 
| EE; his ſon; but I depended on the artleſs diſpofitions, of 


Tleora and Meliſſa for clearing a doubt ſo important to 

| Eons forth my peace. Not that I queſtioned their choice between 

my ſon and me; but 1 thought that the propoſal itſelf 

; would make appear the emotions of an ingenuous ſoul, 
happy in a mutual love. 


© Tudge, then, of my ſurprize, when both the bluſhing 
maids, who had liſtened to my diſcourſe with the utmoſt 
| attention, throwing themſelves on their knees, and taking 
| Ce tr On of my hand, ſolemnly proteſted never to reſign to 
2 ch other the fatisfaction of being the conſort of their 

_ 7 /father* s friend and their own bene factor. I raiſed them 
1 " i my breaſt with a paternal affection, when turn- 


To Alcidalis, I obſerved. that my looks changed into a 
Z. oat mortal paleneſs which had invaded his, 
ecks. I then preſſed him to decide this combat of 


þ . by chuſing for himſelf one of the virtuous 

; = x amſels; but he was > to my intreaties, calling hea- 

-: Sag en to witrieſs how impoſſible it was for a dutiful ſon ever | 
WE; 2 the ri | of his £ fs r 

At laſt, fecing that none of them would yield to my 

reaſons, I put an end to this moving ſcene ; but alas ! 

hew often has it been renewed during the courſe of 4 


whole 


£3 L 
whole year, to the daily increaſe of my perplexities; for 
I muſt confeſs that ſometimes I have, in ſpite of th 2 
diſparity of age, ſuſpected Cleora and Meliſſa of a ca; © 6 
pricious partiality for me; though, on ſomę othey Ne 2 | 
cafions, I have thought I ſaw in their looks the ol tens 506 1 
der regard for Alcidalis, whole heart has, been no le 


impenetrable, whoſe diſcourſes and behaviour hay .. ——_— 


no leſe various and painful ſuſpicions in my mind. Fails 
r - —. . * 
© Unable to ſupport any longer ſo cruel a ſituãtion a = 
and not daring *o interpoſe my authority and declare my —opT 
will, left it ſhould prove the doom of miſery to us all - 4 
_ reſolved to viſit this iſland, where the web of fate is H- N 5 
ravelled, and the ſoul ſtrengthened againſt misfortune; 27 
E . e#- 
as I doubted not that the Deities, who grant the favour 
of their Oracles to any one who applies to them, woul a; 
pity thoſe whoſe wretchednels is perhaps owing to a re-,,,72. 5 


* ”7 
finement of virtue. 44215 


| 


When Philander had ceaſed to ſpeak, the Sage, with a 
look of the tendereſt compaſſion, once more reanimated 
his hope: Know, Philander, faid he, that the Deities, 
in whom you have confided, are diſpoſed to reward your 
faith; they inſpire me with the mean3 of removing the 
clouds that ſtill overſhade the proſpect of your happineſs. | 
Let Alcidalis, Cleora, and Meliſſa, be ſeparately intro- 2 „ 
duced to me; and prepare them for that openneſs of 
heart which is required in thoſe who apply to the minif a xZmt 

: ” £70 
ters of the all-ſeeing _—— 9 — — , 


Alcidalis reluctantly obeyed his father, and, having 
left him with the two alarmed maids, he preſented him. 
ſelf to the Sage, whoſe wonted mildneſs ſoon diſpelled u 
his trouble and confuſion ; and whom he thus reverently.2.,, "fel 
addrefled : TEFORDCD Corr 


£6 Since 


32 
e e e e ee, eee, 
How lor © Since It is the will of the Gods, that /a ſecret which 
e I have ſo long and fo painfully kept ſhould be revealed 
. FA to you, ſacred repoſitory of wiſdom, forgive my incon- 
* 7 / *—fideration and weakneſs, or rather, pardon my misfor- 
| | tune, fince love was blended with my exiſtence long be- 
e I had attaitied the knowledge of myſelf, Cleora !— 
T—_.- hat heart can be proof againſt her charms! even now, 

. ere lee. t the luſtre of her beauty is obſcured by ſorrow! 
4 . with me, however, her irreſiſtible attractions were a 

modeſt grace, an exquilife ſenſibility, an unaffected vir- 
IT. tug. w dear to my remembrance at thoſe delightful 
s with which the God of Love gratifies his vota- 
ties when they begin to worſhip him! How pleaſing thoſe 
71 / Kr Ft6mepts pafled in an innocent and aflectionate inter- 
e ourie £7 which my dawning reaſon was enabled to ſee 
. e r but not e er! 00 ſoon this ſevere 
Nl ie ful le ted cr Pte el right, ard called me to a ſtrict 

_ I reflected, that fince 1 knew not the intention 
of my father in 2 to the diſpoſal of his Pepys, 1 


2 


: ot e Fe aws 6 


& "& 
ot that ourAips ave ever been 


t indiſcretion ; our eyes only recipro- 
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energy does love give to the ſingle look ! what need have 
two lovers to convey their thoughts to each other by 
flow inſipid words! but how imprudent it is to expoſe to 

theſe unerring ſhafts of mute eloquence a heart whoſe 
duty 1s to repel them. 


eee, 


PIE 
— 


vas indiſ ee . jo behave | behave towards th 
. e i 1 ttempt u e, 
eora Wo 10ſpita ality, 72 


«6 Theſe, holy man, are my faults: I ſhall not expa- a 
tiate on the atonement I have 4 5 * them. Great, 


indeed, was the ſacrifice I fathes when I 
ee, . Ze . 
.. — gt 


of 


efforts! the diforfder,of m nind increaſed 2 977 ä 
: eora, the mn ble Cleora, Teſt 
ious ; 5 J 


cally beamed the ſympathetic ſentiments. Oh! what 
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convinced him that none but himſelf could be a proper 
huſband for either of his friend's daughters, fince I 
thought it impoſſible that Cleora ſhould. not appear the 

moſt amiable in his eyes; but greater were the obliga- 

tions which Nature impoſed on me, and by which I was 
prompted to that ſacrifice, I have perſiſted in my adhe- 

rence to theſe obligations, though that exalted —_ — 
which Cleora gave of her greatneſs of ſoul, by preferring®s = 
my father to me, has encreaſed my love for her to ado- 

ration; and now I think, more than ever, that if one Fee” 

of the two muſt be deprived of ſo invaluable a treaſure, -/ 7. [= 
it is myſelf who ought to ſuſtain the loſs, and truſt jg" © "SO 
the Gods for the reward and comfart they haye promuec . 5 * 


"Hf ee AA A Eft . {47 — 


to dutiful ſons. 2 . > 


— 


Thus ſpoke Alcidalis, and withdrew; leaving the Sage A 

with thoſe ſentiments of admiration and complacency 1 e fe 
which virtuous actions excite in an upright mind; and 

now the two bluſhing damſels made their appearance. ..,, fac %; 
They advanced with timorous ſteps and down-caſt looks, , 
and requeſted to be admitted together, declaring hs 
they never had any ſecret from each other, To this the 
Sage eaſily conſented, when Cleora, after ſome heſitation, 


ſpoke as follows : | 4 


W / 


] doubt not, wiſe Miniſter of the Gods, that you 
are apprized of my weakneſs by the ſincere Alcidalis, 
and of my fortitude by the generous Philander, who, 
however, could not penetrate into the motives by which 
I have been chiefly actuated. Know then that our moſt 
revered and beloved father Leoſthenes, among the excel- 
lent-maxims he endeayoured to inculcate into our tender _ 
minds, often repeated theſe words; . Obſerve, my deare In 1 


children, when you ſhall find yourſelves in difficult an 


e, 


intricate circumſtances, ever to decide againſt the * > Be 

poſſeſſion of your heart, for Reaſon is always on heel ; 
oppoſites” 

1 Fi ner * . 
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q Ns ſide.” —Thus when Philander, addreſſing me, 
defired that I would chuſe between his ſon and himſelf, 
I thought I heard the voice of my father once more 
pronouncing the dictate of wiſdom I have juſt mentioned, 
and I obeyed; but Meliſſa, who knew the extent of ſuch 
a ſacrifice, oppoſed it, by diſputing with me the hand 
of Philander, to whom both of us. offered, at leaſt, a 
heart full of gratitude, 


This was the ſource of a long conteſt, ſupported by 
reaſons equally ſtrong on both fides ; for, I thought that 
Meliſſa, who had never ceaſed to deplore the loſs of 
Leonidas, was unable to conſole a man who had ſuſtained 
a fimilar loſs by the ſame accident, and therefore I infiſted 
upon her union with Alcidalis, whoſe eſteem I deemed 
ſufficient to ſupport my conſtancy, and to induce me 
chearfully to acquit the obligations we had to Philander, 


© Theſe arguments were ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed by Meliſſa, 

who never failed to reproach me with the melancholy 
that preyed upon the ſpirits of Alcidalis, and with the 
uneaſineſs of his father; but I retorted the accuſation ; 
and we always put an end to theſe private debates by 
<a &mbracing each other, and by ſupplicating the Gods to 
2 +11 direct us, and not to ſuffer us to miſtake obſtinate pride 
ue For the conſciouſneſs of doing our duty, to the loſs of 
our own peace, and the conſtant anxiety 2 Aer whom 


E 


* 


__ « ejoice then, 27 my daughters, 1 the Sage, 
gods, whom you have ſo fervently invoked, have 


0 EZ Fo — your prayers! Let Philander and Alcidalis be re- 
led to this place, and wait with them till I return 


= ith the happy tidings of your deliverance from per- 
wu” . e While Philander was endeavouring to diſcover 


5 in the eyes of his beloved children thoſe ſecret fentiments 


which they had juſt then diſcloſed to the Sage, while their 
A abaſhed 
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11 


abaſhed looks eluded his attention, the door ſuddenly 
opened, and, to their inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, they ſaw 
the long-lamented Phœdime, whom the Sage preſented 
to them, ſaying; © Hereis a convincing proof that Heaven 
rewards virtue far beyond the hope of the virtuous.” 
He could ſay no more; exclamations of rapture, tears of 


Joy, and broken accents of tenderneſs, interrupted him, 


and defeated his efforts to moderate theſe alarming agi- 
tations, which, at laſt, were filenced, by Meliſſa anxiouſly 
pronouncing the name of Leonidas, Pheedime availed 
herſelf of that favourable moment, to remind them of the 
reſpect they owed to the Sage, by whoſe permiſſion ſhe 


thus began the narration of waat had happened to her 
ſince they were parted, 


„IJ owe my life to my ſon Leonidas, whoſe filial piety 


entitles him not only to the ſame happineſs I now enjoy, 


but alſo to the peculiar protection and laſting rewards of 
the remunerating powers. Faithful to the truſt that his 
father had repoſed in him, he would have ſpared me all 
the inconveniencies of our voyage, and procured to my 
heart the eaſe and comfort I had reſigned, alas! for a 


much longer time than I thought. Judge then of the 
agonies of his ſoul during that dreadful tempeſt which 


ſurprized us in the darkneſs of night, and juſt in fight 
of Lemnos. Entirely forgetful of himſelf, and only 
alarmed for my ſafety, he had taken me in his arms 
when our ſhip ſtruck againſt the rocks. At the horrid 
ſhock I ſwooned; and on the recovery of my ſenſes, I 
found myſelf ſurrounded by the furious waves, and 
only ſupported by that beloved fon who could hardly 
ſupport himſelf, In vain I intreated him to let me 
periſh, and ſave his own life: he undauntedly continued 
to maintain the hopeleſs ſtruggle, and we were both 
ſinking to eternal repoſe, when the ſtorm ſubſiding, and 
the moon throwing around a few pale rays, we were 
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perceived by ſome men who had taken that inflant for 
leaving the ſhore, and who received us in their boat, 


„ was not ſenſible of our deliverance; once more my 
eyes were overſhaded with death, and when the mournful 
voice of my ſon awakened me to life, we had already 
reached a ſhip which ſeemed to fly from Lemnos with an 
inconceivable ſwiftneſs. 


„The afflicted looks of Leonidas, and the tears of a 
beautiful young woman, who, tenderly embracing me, 
pitied my fate, announced a new misfortune, O merciful 
Gods, exclaimed I, who have reſcued us from the fury 
of ,the ſea; into whoſe hands have ye permitted us to 


fall! 


% We are, anſwered the gentle maid, in the hands 
of the moſt ferocious pirates that haunt theſe coaſts. 
With an unparalleled barbarity they have availed them- 
ſelves of this ſtormy night to aſſail my poor cottage ; 
they have chained my brother to a tree, and carried me 
to their boat, while the tremenduous thunder rendered 
our neighbours deaf to my ſhrieks: O unfortunate Ariſton ! 
continued ſhe, it is now that thou ſhalt want that philo- 
ſophy which has made thee ſupport the loſs of honours 
and wealth, and live obſcurely and contentedly by the 
labour of thy hands! Thy anxiety for thy wretched ſiſter 
will put thy fortitude to a ſeverer trial than all thoſe 
thou haſt undergone! but fear not her virtue; Clytia 
ſhall ever remember, that like the Nymph, of whom ſhe 
bears the name, who now, changed into a flower, inceſ- 
ſantly turns herſelf towards the ſun, ſhe ought conti- 
nually to turn her mind to the Gods, and never act but as 
it is becoming in their preſence. But alas! have I not 
already trangreſſed by my deſpondency | Why flow my 

tears; when perhaps I have been the occaſion 3 
| | ves 
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lives of theſe two reſpectable ſtrangers being ſaved ! 
Who knows whether it is not a ſecond mother and 
another brother that providence deſtines me in them! 
At leaſt T will uſe my beſt endeavours to deſerve that 
bleſſing, and even the good-will of theſe men who have 
treated me with ſo much injuſtice and cruelty, 


The ſimplicity and moving manner of Clytia's com- 
plaints had ſuch an effect on Leonidas, that all the facul- 
ties of his ſoul ſeemed ſuſpended long after ſhe had ſpoken, 
I could not help wondering at his extraordinary emotion, 
though I was myſelf extremely affected; but J ſoon turned 
my attention to the ſenſibility that the countenance of 
the pirates betrayed, in ſpite, as I obſerved, of their 
endeavours to conceal it. This revived hope in my heart, 
and enabled me to comfort Clytia, with the promſe of 
looking on her as upon a beloved daughter; while Leo- 
nidas gave her repeated aſſurances of an inviolable at- 
tachment. s 


„ The tender carefſes and diſcourſes which enſued 
among us, ſeemed entirely to overcome the hardineſs of 
the pirates; they told us, with a ruſticity mixed with 
compaſſion, that we needed not be ſo much afflicted, 
ſince no harm was intended to us; but in vain I intreated 
them to explain themſelves; in vain I offered them to 
pay our ranfom at any city of Greece to which they 
ſhould chuſe to carry us; they were deaf to my words, 
though never wanting in marks of attention and even 
reſpect towards us. Often they ſilently liſtened to our 
converſations, but not without ſome tokens of ſurprize, 
at the reflexions that our paſt and preſent circumſtances 
ſuggeſted, for we had accuſtomed ourſelves not to mind 
their preſence, and freely to expreſs the ſentiments of 
our hearts. 
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& At laſt they caſt anchor before a chain of rocks, 
which ſeemed to encloſe within it an extenſive ſpace, 
and told us that we were arrived at their iſland. This 
ſeemed incredible to us, as no ſhore, nor harbour ap- 
peared to our anxious eyes; but while our attention was 
thus engaged, we perceived a boat, much ſmaller than 
that which belonged to the ſhip, coming out from the 
cavity of a rock. With trembling ſteps we entered that 
boat, which ſcarce could contain us and two of the 
Pirates; but how great was our terror when we found 
ourſelves in utter darkneſs; and, as it were, preſſed on 
every ſide by the rock, whoſe arch threatened to cruſh 
us to the bottom of the gulph of water by which we 
were ſupported, 


held the ſhuddering Clytia in my arms, and both 
of us were incloſed in thoſe of Leonidas, who reminded 
us of that reſignation and conſtancy ſuitable to beings 
who knew the power of the Gods, and had experienced 
their protection. Clytia anſwered only by her fighs, as 
I, by a few unconnected words, when overcome by a 
| ſulphurous vapour, we remained ſenſeleſs, till air and light 
reſtored us to lite, 


“D Our-ſurprize at the ſpectacle which then preſented 
itſelf to our fight can hardly be deſcribed: We were on 
a placid and tranſparent river, under a ſerene ſky, in a 
beautiful, though uncultivated country, and ſurrounded 
with beings, who, by their appearance, deſerved not to 
be ranked among the human ſpecies. They were but 
half covered with ſkins of animals, whoſe repreſentations 
were coarſely drawn on various parts of their bodies ; 


and though generally, and ſeemingly robuſt, had a moſt 
wid look. 
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& As we were conſidering how to addreſs theſe kind of 
monſters, they ſpoke to us in the Greek language very 
diſtinctly, though harſhly pronounced, and, by the 
direction of the two pirates, conducted us to a ſpacious 
and not unpleaſing grotto; where they preſented us with 
ſome fruits and fiſh of an inſipid taſte, but the beſt pro- 
ductions of their iſland. Encouraged by this kind treat- 
ment, we ventured upon a few inquiries relative to their 
intention towards us; but to this they gave no anſwers, 
which much encreaſed our fears and conſternation, 


© No ſooner had they left us to ourſelves, than Clytia 
exclaimed ; Oh! there is no doubt but that they intend 
to devour me! Juſt Heaven, to what fate am I doomed! 
but, continued ſhe, looking tenderly upon Leonidas and 
me, I hope the life of each of you js ſafe; they had no 
evil deſign againſt you in their barbarous expedition. 


© The Gods avert ſo horrible a cruelty, cried Leonidas, 
or direct the fatal ſtroke to my heart before they permit 
yours to be attempted ! 


Recall that inconſiderate wiſh, O too kind Leonidas! 
returned Clytia. What will become of Phœdime, if it be 


granted! 


„ Ceaſe then, replied Leonidas, to preſent to my 
mind an image which diſturbs my reaſon, and makes me 
forget what I owe to a beloved mother, for whom, alas! 
I ſhould in vain defire to live if you die, 


© T eafily ſaw that the impetuous paſſion of love 
tranſported Leonidas ; I had remarked its progreſs, but 
our agitated ſituation had not permitted me to oppoſe 
it : Who can pretend ſucceſsfully to raiſe a mound againſt 


the raving waves in the midſt of a ſtorm ? 
L 4 « Although 
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& Although we were not entirely deſtitute of accom- 
modations in our ſtrange dwelling, we experienced that 
the God of Sleep never inhabits with anxiety, though he 
often relieves a heart exhauſted by grief: Our eyes had 
not been favoured with his reviving balm, when they 
were ſtricken by the firſt rays of the ſun, and our ears 
ſurprized by a ſummons to attend the chiefs of the nation 
at the place of their ſolemn meetings. We chearfully 
obeyed, for uncertainty ſeemed to us the worſt of evils, 
when, to our farther terror, we found thoſe who com- 
poſed this important council, promiſcuouſly fitting round 
a large cavern, ſome upon the ſkins of wolves, and ſome 
others upon the ſpoil of foxes. The preſident of the aſſem- 
bly, after having endeavoured to diſſipate our fear, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf particularly to me, 


: Phedime, ſaid he, we have heard, from thoſe of 
dur countrymen who reſcued you when you were ſinking 
J 4 ifttö the abyſs of the ſea, that in your grateful heart the 
| refuſal of a favour eraſes not the remembrance of a pre- 
fe eedent benefit. On theſe ſentiments we depend for the 


2h fcerity we now require of you. Repeat us then thoſe 
Pore fre diſcourſes upon the happineſs and miſery of mankind 


; 5 ith which you have ſo often entertained Leonidas and 
. lytia, and freely deliver your opinion on the ſubject, 
4 Though extremely ſurprized at ſo unexpected a demand, 


I inſtantly recalled to my mind thole converſations be- 
tween my beloved Philander and his friend Leoſthenes, 
which had ſo often inflamed my heart with the love of 
Wiſdom, and endeavoured not to make them loſe their 
force by want of a proper expreſſion. I was attentively 
heard, and, when I had ceaſed to ſpeak, ordered to re- 
tire. 


10 Hope ſhone in the eyes of Clytia and Leonidas, and 
Aivided my own heart with'Aſtoniſhment, when our 
conductors 


©K.= 


conductors brought us back to the cavern, where the 
ſame man who had addrefſed me in the name of the 
aſſembly, thus reſumed his diſcourſe:“ 


„We doubt not, Phœdime, of your veracity, and we 
want entirely to detect a deception by which the inhabi- 
tants of this iſland have been rendered ſtill more wretched 
than they uſed to be, during a long ſeries of years; but in 
order that you may aſſiſt us in clearing that point, learn 
our {ad hiſtory, and judge whether it may be poſſible to 
rectify what would be indeed a moſt unfortunate error. 


We are of Greek extraction, and the deſcendants of 
ſome exiles from Sparta, who, in queſt of an afylum, 
diſcovered the dark paſſage by which alone this iſland 
is acceſſible. Their joy at finding a place ſo well ſecured 
againſt the perſecution of their enemies was not abated, 
when they perceived that they were to diſpute its poſ- 
ſeſſion with wolves and other wild beaſts; they only 
feared men; and with great exultation gave to this un- 
known ſpot of the earth the name of Calyptea. 


„All thoſe prepoſſeſſions which the acts of injuſtice, 
too common in ſociety, raiſe in the mind of the injured, 
were tranſmitted from father to ſon among the Calypteans, 
and the more 10, becauſe the founders of this colony had 
made it a fundamental law not to hold any fort of inter- 
courſe with the neighbouring countries. That law, which 
well ſuits the ſavage inclinations of this people, has been 
almoſt the only one that their rulers have ever been able to 
make them obſerve: ungovernable and violent by nature, 
they always queſtion the judgement of thoſe to whom, 
merely from habit, they ſhow an outward ſubmiſſion. 


« Yes, Phadime, continued Crantor, looking ſternly 
at me, we are not devoid of thoughts and reaſon, as 
| 2 from 
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from our firſt appearance you judged we were; but a 
foggy climate, a barren ſoil, give us a melancholy turn of 
mind, fertile in extraordinary fancies, and a ferocity which, 
however, had been harmleſs before the epoch of the ad- 
ditional evils about which we intend to conſult you. 


There are now three generations paſt ſince ſome of 
our fiſhermen were ſo incautious, as to let themſelves be 
ſurpriſed by a Perfian ſhip near the entrance of the 
Hand. Inſtead of courageouſly dying in reparation of 
their imprudence, they baſely conſented to conduct theſe 
barbarians through the windings of the cavern; but they 
fell victims to their cowardice and treachery, for no 
ſooner their boats appeared on the river, which gliding 
along under the rocks, diſcharges itſelf into the ſea, 
than the two borders were covered with thouſands 
of both ſexes. Far from being diſmayed at the fight 
of armed men, the fierce Calypteans, with no other 
weapons than thoſe which the branches of trees afforded 
them, plunged into the waves, and fought with ſuch 
valour, that they forced their enemies to ſurrender them- 
ſelves at their mercy. | 


1 Curiofity on each fide ſoon brought about a perfect 
reconciliation; the Perſians were treated with reſpect and 
kindneſs; but our beſt entertainments proved ſo taſteleſs 
to theſe luxurious men, that they left us with a thorough 
contempt for our poverty. One of them, however, who 
had obſerved our diſpoſition and manners, inſtead of 
examining into the produce of our iſland, and who pre- 
tended to be as good a Sophiſt as any one in Greece, 
offered to remain a year with us, in order to acquaint 
us with the hiſtory of the world ſince the time we had 
been ſequeſtered from it, on condition that one of our 
boats ſhould carry him to the ſhip which was to take 


him back to his country at the appointed time. 
| 4 | « Ag 
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& As the moſt ſavage life cannot extinguiſh. the thirſt 
for knowledge inherent in men, his propoſals was ac- | 
cepted with joy, though, according to the ſuggeſtions E 
of prudence, nothing was omitted to ſecure the ifland 
againſt the intruſion of unwelcome gueſts. The Sophiſt 
ſmiled at theſe precautions, and aſked, whether we had 
any precious mines to guard from invaders. Yes, una- 
nimouſly anſwered the Clypteans, we enjoy the greateſt 
treaſure that the human ſpecies can poſſeſs, a freedom 
infinitely more valuable than that gold which our anceſtors 
have mentioned to us as the god of other people, but of 
which we have ſcarce any idea. 


„Gold, replied the Sophiſt, is with great reaſon the 
idol of the civilized part of mankind, fince from that 
bright fource flow all the pleaſures of the ſenſes, and 
conſequently the content of the heart; but of this, my 
friends, continued he, you will judge yourſelves, when L 
faithfully deſcribe to you the enjoyments common in 
other countries, but entirely unknown to you. 


It would be tedious to repeat all the diſcourſes by 

which this artful man ſought to touch the particular 
ſpring that could move the heart of his hearers; 1t is 
ſufficient to tell, that he was convinced, at laſt, that) e 
our ruling 'paſſion was that unbounded love of liberty, 
which ſeldom fails to lead to injuſtice, ſince thoſe who 
are ſo jealous of their own independence, are not over 
ſcrupulous in attempting that of others. 


„ Theſe reflections, which are partly owing to your wiſe 
arguments, virtuous Phœdime, were very far from ariſing 
in the minds of the Calypteans, whom the Sophiſt had 
undertaken to fit for his purpoſe; they who had heard 
unmoved his moſt ſeducing deſcriptions of pleaſure and 2.5 
luxury, were ſuddenly inflamed on hearing him recounts 4 ks _ 
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13 atchievements of conquerors ſubduing whole countries, 
1 and commanding obſequious and uſeful ſlaves. Such 
. WEE. ae ſuited their ferocious and idle pride; but how 
= * ZI te: could they attain the ideal happineſs! Now they panted 

SM for that gold they had ſo much contemned, while the 
impoſſibility of acquiring it thew them into a deſpon- 
dency, which the Sophiſt ſeemed to repent his having 
cauſed, and adviſed them to divert the painful thought 


by ſome uſeful occupation, as that of erecting buildings 
fitter for the habitation of men than caverns, 


4 They followed his advice and directions, when in dig- 
2 ging the foundation of a city, they found ſome gold and 
4 filver, with a piece of wood bearing this inſcription : 
i « To the Calypteans propitious earth offers his bounty; let 

them increaſe the gift till it procure them that hap- 
& pine ſs for which they have ſo long ſighed in vain.” The 
impoſſibility of following that injunction was too obvious 
not to damp the joy even of the unthinking multitude ; 
for, of what ſervice could induſtry and diligence be in a 
country which could hardly maintain its inhabitants ? 
what commerce could they carry on with the neighbour- 


ing nations, ſuppoſing that the law which forbade it 
ſhould be abrogated ? 


« The ſilent deſpair which had ſucceeded to exulting 
hope was, at laſt, interrupted by the Sophiſt, who ex- 
claimed: Attend, my friends, to what heaven inſpires 
e me in your behalf, and let your hearts be elated at 
the fair proſpect that opens before you, Your wiſe 
« anceſtors have pointed out the way to that happineſs 
= :* „ which the wonderful inſcription promiſes you, by 
| & their prohibition of a friendly intercourſe with thoſe 
« unjuſt people who deprived them and their poſterity 
„of all the comforts of lite. Let then revenge and in- 
« tereſt unite to arm you againſt your old enemies, from 
e whoſe rage and purſuit the fituation of your iſland 


« will 
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will protect you. Your preſent riches, with my aſſiſ- 
„ tance, may eaſily procure you a good ſhip, Which will 
enable you to plunder the villages and ſmall cities of 
Greece of their moſt precious treaſure, thoſe young 
and beautiful virgins, who are no leſs celebrated for 
their internal than external charms, My countrymen 
« will amply pay the price of ſuch booty, and furniſh 
„ you with the means of continuing a trade, by which 
„you will daily increaſe the treaſure you have found, 
according to the ſupernatural order you have re- 
«« ceived, 


© Think not, Phœdime, purſued Crantor, that all the 
© Calypteans were even then infatuated enough not to 
« ſuſpe&t- the Sophiſt of having contrived the kind of 
% miracle which ſuited ſo well his intereſt; but who 
can ſtem the torrent of a furious multitude ? all thoſe 
„ who undertook it, periſhed in the attempt: and ever 
„ fince our iſland has been the abode of diſcord, injuſ- 
* tice, and folly. 


© The fatal treaſure is kept with a watchful care, in 
6 large and deep ciſtern, ſurrounded with rails, through 
* which every one may ſee its increaſe or decreaſe, and 
„ accordingly know whether he has reaſon to rejoice or 
% mourn, to applaud or revile the rulers of the nation; 
„for all our expeditions are not ſucceſsfal, though 
% always expenſive; and the want of ſucceſs is deemed 
6 ſo heinous a crime among the Calypteans, that their 
« chiefs are often obliged to deceive them, by cauſing 
their precious hoard to ſwell to the top, when, in fact, 
„eit falls to the bottom of the ciſtern,” 


© This, Phœdime, is our miſerable condition, while 
we are ſeeking for that happineſs which, according to 


your opinion, can ſo eaſily be found, and towards which, 
if 
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if you direct our ſteps, you may, in your turn, com- 
mand our ptmoſt gratitude, 


4% It is not a difficult taſk to convice men of an error 
by which they have been expoſed to long ſufferings ; 
Truth then appears to their eyes in all her charms, and 
they besome her moſt zealous votaries. This happy 
change fo rapidly took place with the Calypteans that in 
a ſhort time their iſland wore that ſmiling aſpe& which is 
the reſult of Sagacity and diligence. Now they were de- 
cently cloathed, lodged, and fed ; owing, it is true, to 
the commerce they opened with the Phœnicians; but 
not without a preſpect of ſoon enjoying theſe comforts 
of life without being indebted to any one but nature, 
who every where recompenſes labour and induſtry. Their 
foil proved ſo fruitful, and their happineſs ſo well eſtab- 
liſhed, that I could not help obſerving, that the impoſtor, 
who had fabricated the fatal inſcription, had been in- 
ſpired by a tutelary deity, whoſe defign was to make them 
know from experience what are the real bounties of the 
earth which men ought to ſeek for, and endeavour to in- 
creaſe, if he deſires to be happy and free; and what 
the ideal ones, on which he cannot entirely depend with- 
out being miſerable and ſlaves, 


e thought it ungenerous to requeſt our liberty of the 
Calypteans ſo long as our preſence was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to their happineſs; for Leonidas inſtructed the men 
in all the arts and ſciences uſeful to them ; and Clytia, 
the women in, thoſe ingenious and œconomical works 
which are the particular occupation of their ſex ; while 
by my counſels I endeavoured to ſupport the zeal with 
which the whole nation was actuated in fayour of the new 
ſyſtem they had adopted, 


£6 It 
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F 6 1 5 may ſeem ſurprizing, that during all this time f 
did not try to obtain from a people, to whoſe welfare I 
had entirely devoted my cares, to let my huſband know 
my ſituation, eſpecially as their ſhip made in that inter- 
val ſeveral voyages to the Phoenician coaſt ; but I was 
aware of their jealouſy in regard to the ſecreſy of their 
iſland, as well as the hatred they bore to the 2 . 
and feared to alarm their fierce ſpirit before I had en- 
tirely won their confidence. 


<A. Pw 


2 4 
„We experienced, that my cautious conduct had not p 
been ill-timed ; for, when I ſollicited the rulers of the 
country to ſend us to Athens, they appeared much 
troubled at it; and at laſt anſwered, that it was im- 
poſſible for them to part with all of us; and that they 
were ready to comply with my wiſh of returning to my 
huſband, provided Leonidas ſhould marry Clytia, and 
leave her as a pledge for his return to their iſland. 


© The ſatis faction that this propoſal gave to my ſon, 
and to the amiable maid, convinced me that their mu- 
tual affection was not abated (as I had ſuppoſed) by the 
kind of ſeparation. that their reſpective employments 
had occafioned. I thought it then my duty to appriſe 
Leonidas of his father's intention, in regard to his union 
with one of his pupils. The grief of the two lovers at 
ſo unexpected an obſtacle to their wiſhes, equally pierced 
my heart, though it was very differently exprefſed by 
each; for Leonidas raved at his deſtiny, and almoſt ac- 
cuſed his father of barbarity, for having concealed his 
deſign from him ; while the gentle Clytia, raifing her 
beautiful eyes to heaven, only ſaid, ** Juſt Gods, ſupport 
© my conſtancy in this new and moſt cruel misfor- 
6« mel 


&© Unable 


—=* 
A . 
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«© Unable to bear ſo moving a ſcene, I flew to the chiefs 
of the Calypteans, and related to them the circumſtance 
which oppoſed their deſign ; I intreated their pity, and 
promiſed them, in caſe Philander had diſpoſed of the 
daughters of Leoſthenes, to ſend back Leonidas and 
Clytia, in order that they might remain for ever with 
them ; but all my prayers and eloquence proved fruitleſs : 

a native ferocity is ſeldom entirely ſoftened. 


& Our painful fituation ſeemed to admit of no relief, 
when the virtuous Clytia, with unparalleled generofity, 
put an end to our anxiety. On a day which I had 
partly employed in ſoothing the affliction of Leonidas, 
we were both ſummoned to the houſe of Crantor, and 
there found Clytia, who, pale and trembling, thus ad- 
dreſſed my ſon: ** I am the wife of Crantor, and you 
© are free; return with your, mother to Athens ; obey 
& your father, by your union with the happy maid ! •— 
She could ſay no more; and fell ſenſeleſs in the arms of 
her huſband, while in mine Leonidas ſeemed entirely de- 


prived of life. 


<& At this ſpectacle the warm tears of the tendereſt com- 

aſſion trickled down the venerable cheeks of Crantor ; 
they fell on the cold face of his wife, who, at laſt, re- 
covering her ſenſes, and giving an innocent embrace to 
the inanimated Leonidas, ſaid to me, ** Avail yourſelf of 
his deplorable condition, wiſe Phædime; the boat is 
ready, the ſhip waits. for you; you ſhall be firſt conducted 


to Lemnos; there you will undoubtedly prevail with my 


brather Ariſton to truſt the Calypteans, and to come with 
them, in order that he may approve and ſupport - 


virtue of his fiſter, and preſerve the happy work 


you have here performed. But oh! forget not to «ell 


3 when he ſhall be able to hearken to the voice of 
| reaſon, 


Te « <4 pms \s — 


the heroic action of his ſiſter, though he firicerely pitied 
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reaſon, that. the greateſt proof of love is to ſacrifice 
ſelf for the true intereſt of the beloved object. 


© Divided between my admiration of Clytia, and my 
anxiety for Leonidas, I remained in a ſtate of inſenſi- 
bility not much different from that of my unfortunate 
fon, when, rouzed by the repeated intreaties of that in- 
comparable woman, I reſolved to follow her generous 
advice; but alas! what a trial for a tender mother! 
Leonidas was deprived of his reaſon till we arrived at 
Lemnos, and did not recover its uſe but at the ſight of 
Ariſton. That excellent man could not help glorying in 


my ſon, whoſe dangerous illneſs obliged us to ſtop at this 
place, where this holy interpreter of the gods has admi- , ' < 
niſtered to us all thoſe efficacious conſolations which reli- 
gion affords, 


In the mean time the benevolent Ariſton, with whom 
we here parted, ſent us from Calyptea a meſſage of 
Clytia, by which the recovery of Leonidas has been en- 
tirely effected; and now he waits only for his father's : 
permiſſion to throw himſelf at his feet, and there to 1 
receive the hand of Meliſſa, if ſne deems him worthy of 4 
that favour, | 1 


« At theſe words, the Sage turned to Meliſſa, who 
had been extremely affected by Phædime's narration, and 
bade her deliver freely her ſentiments on the ſubject z * 
ſhe anſwered ** As I believe it is more painful to be 1 
loved by a perſon whom one does not love, than to love , 27” = 
without being beloved, I beg not to be conſulted about/7=”77/ 
an union, which promiſes no comfort to Leonidas, unleſs a <7 
the Gods grant that my endeayours to deſerve ſucceed- Cm.. * | 
ing the virtuous Clytia in his heart may prove ſucceſsful.” | 


M Be * 


3 = . Be rea Nepp, aid the be. for you Have all de- 
8 Ar ppineſs ; Cleora and Meliſſa, by attending in 
2 4 ee to the words of inſtruction; Alcidalis, by 
LH er-ruling the paſſions of his Summer; Pheœdime, by 
* 2 Go, voting her Autumn to the good of ſociety; Philander, 
F 1 « employing the days of his Winter in tender ſolicitude 
_ for the welfare of his children, and Leonidas by his filial 
2. (piety. Your hiſtory ſhall be recorded in our facred 
* nnals, to teach mankind the reſpective duties of the 
. four ſeaſons of life, as well from example as by our 
4 Bracles; and to prove that the Gods have not made 
I's e 5 impracticable for mortals that road of exalted virtue 
1 which alone they are led to a true and 5 


FINIS. 
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